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From the Deans
LEE M. COHEN, PHD
During the past year, as students, faculty, and staff
faced extraordinary challenges, they remained hopeful
and worked hard—work that has provided fertile
soil for our long-awaited renewal. In many ways, our
collective efforts during the pandemic reflect the
wisdom of a quote attributed to Albert Einstein:
“Out of clutter, find simplicity. From discord, find harmony.
In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.”

|
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As a College, we faced a critical moment and transformed it into an
opportunity representing our highest ideal: service to the people
of Mississippi. As an example, faculty and staff with the Center for
Population Studies shared data they collected on food insecurity
in northwest Mississippi to pinpoint counties most at risk of food
shortages and helped to get them urgently needed aid. Likewise,
faculty across disciplines helped the public understand and process
the multifaced fallout from COVID through the lenses of biology,
economics, psychology, and many other fields.
These are just a few instances of our commitment to regional and state
communities, one of our core missions. Underlying all commitments
is a concrete plan to ensure justice and equity now and for coming
generations. Kirsten Dellinger, associate dean for diversity and inclusion,
and Valeria Ross, program manager, have worked with me to create
the 10 in 3 Equity Plan, which focuses on 10 specific equity issues we
will move forward within the next three years. With the invaluable
contributions and insights from staff and students, along with the
expertise and scholarship of our faculty, we have found a path that will
ultimately lead to a more welcoming and inclusive College.
As a university, we have a great deal for which to be thankful. Our
ability to succeed despite challenges has been possible because of
administrators, faculty, and staff who care deeply about our university
and our students. I acknowledge Chancellor Glenn Boyce and Provost
Noel Wilkin who guided us through the vast challenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic. I know that we are all grateful for their leadership.
I also acknowledge Carmen Riggan and our dedicated Student
Services Office staff, who guided the classes of 2020 and 2021 to
graduation during the pandemic. It was wonderful to celebrate
the achievements with our students and their loved ones via
livestreamed and in-person commencement ceremonies this spring.
These commencements marked the renewal of a campus that will
continue to flourish as we work hard, live by our ideals, and seek
continued opportunities to serve Mississippi.

KIRSTEN
DELLINGER, PHD
ASSOCIATE DEAN
FOR DIVERSITY
AND INCLUSION

VALERIA ROSS, MS
PROGRAM
MANAGER FOR
DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION

Last summer, in the midst of the pandemic
and a national reckoning with racism, we
wrote to you about the emerging College
“10 in 3” plan (10 major equity initiatives
and the College’s commitment to antiracism
and institutional change necessary to create
an environment where all faculty, staff, and
students can expect respect and thrive).
Since then and following the Universitywide Pathways to Equity strategic plan
rollout in January 2021, we have been
working diligently with a wide range of
faculty, staff, students, and administrators to
develop a “Focus 5” among these items.
One important step this year has been
building an infrastructure within the
College to make progress and hold
ourselves accountable for “moving the
needle” on equity by identifying greatest
areas of need. We are grateful for the work
of these important advisory and working
groups and look forward to progress on the
fronts defined in the plan and other ideas and
initiatives that continue to emerge.
•
•
•

CLA Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Student Advisory Council
CLA Faculty Equity Leadership
Advisory Board
CLA Faculty and Staff Department
Equity Representatives

If you are interested in supporting these
efforts, we would welcome your help!

//
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I

mproving the quality of life for everyday Mississippians is a goal that is front and center in
every academic discipline grouping: natural sciences, fine and performing arts, social sciences,
and humanities. Whether we are making drinking water safer, empowering communities
economically, preserving history, bringing the arts to public spaces, helping to provide food
assistance to rural Mississippians, or saving coastal marine life, we are inspired by beauty of both
the landscape and the people of the Magnolia State. We are grateful to the Mississippians who have
welcomed us into their cities, towns, and counties and supported our work.

Here are just four examples of the College’s service to the state.

A member of a Cleveland food pantry, which was
aided with emergency funding by the Feeding
Hearts Foundation during the COVID crisis.

|
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From the Northern Hills to the Gulf Coast, Mississippians’ lives are touched by the
research, community service, and other initiatives spearheaded by the College
of Liberal Arts. Our faculty, staff, and students are committed to the founding
mission of the university: to serve the people of Mississippi.

The Center for Population Study
Helps Create the FEED FUND
When COVID-19 reached Mississippi in
March 2020, people who already struggled
with food insecurity found themselves in
even more dire straits. As the virus spread, the
percentage of Mississippi households facing
food insecurity spiked from almost 10% to 17%.
To allocate resources effectively and alleviate
hunger, service organizations, such as the
Community Foundation of Northwest
Mississippi, needed to quickly assess the
damage and take action. They faced critical
questions: Which areas of the region were in
most desperate need? How were children who
ate at school going to be fed? How were food
pantry and distribution site managers going to
meet the unique needs of their communities?
These decisions hinged on accurate
information about the regional population—
especially the rural population. Much of that
vital data was gathered and analyzed by UM’s
Center for Population Studies (CPS).

CPS has a national reputation for using
data in innovative ways to truly shed light
on people who might otherwise be unseen,
such as impoverished rural Mississippians.
With the Mississippi Health and Hunger Atlas
they “mapped” places where Mississippi has
the highest rates of food insecurity and poor
health outcomes.
When the pandemic struck, CPS was poised to
help alleviate a food emergency in northwest
Mississippi because of the accuracy and

Very Low

Low

Average

Their research helped CFNM launch the FEED Fund,
which provided emergency funding to area food
pantries, thereby avoiding a humanitarian disaster in
the region. CPS will be involved with future efforts to
determine the impact of COVID on the region.

High

“Because we care deeply for the communities with
Very High

which we work and serve in Mississippi, we wanted to
help, and it was wonderful to see our work being used
by organizations banding together across the regions to
serve those communities most in need,” said Anne Cafer,
assistant professor of sociology and director of CPS.

Data Source: Feeding America Map the Meal Gap collected from
the 2011–2014 Current Population Survey.

“Working in partnership with these communities
helps us amplify their voices, so that they can lead
their communities to achieve the kind of life they
truly deserve.”

Student Vets Bring Their Odyssey to the Classroom
A war hero struggles to make a long journey home
and reintegrate himself into the life of his son and wife
and the household he left behind. That’s a story many
veterans today can identify with, but it was first voiced
millennia ago, when the epic poet Homer created The
Odyssey.
Molly Pasco-Pranger, chair and professor of classics,
and Andrew Newby, assistant director of Veteran and
Military Services, created a new class—Humanities
and the Experience of War—that brings veterans and
traditional students into the classroom together, and
eventually will take the students into communities
across the state.
“I decided to take this course because there are a lot of
veterans and service members in my family,” said Jake
Riffe, a biology major. “The veterans enrich the course
by telling their own stories and how the literature

applies to them. If they weren’t there to share their own
stories, there are a lot of things I would not know or get
out of these pieces of literature.”
The key texts for the course were three millennia
apart but similarly themed: Homer’s ancient Greek
epic poem, The Odyssey, and a graphic novel, The White
Donkey, by Maximilian Uriarte, an American artist and
writer who served in the Marine Corps and experienced
the frustrations of returning home to civilian life.
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Food Insecure Individuals (%)

timeliness of the Hunger Atlas data. CPS partnered with
the Maddox Foundation, located in Hernando, and the
grassroots nonprofit the Community Foundation of
Northwest Mississippi (CFNM) to explore changes in
food scarcity caused by COVID. They gathered across
an 11-county region, interpreted, and shared the data
with on-the-ground organizations in the region, helping
them identify the top priorities for funding.

“We are looking at the ever-changing, neverchanging aspects of war and conflict,” Newby
said. “To explore how a text from 700 BC,

|

6 VIEW FROM VENTRESS 2021

when The Odyssey was written, describes
the same things as when a veteran in 2020 is
trying to come home but doesn’t
come home all the way.”
From day one, the veterans
were forthcoming with their insights.
“Andrew and I were talking about this
course one day and I thought it would help
me be able to open up more. PTSD is not new,”
said Beau Roddy, a student in the class who
served in the Marine Corps from 2005 to 2009.
“PTSD has always been around. Understanding
that this has been happening for so long helps
me to figure out ways to help people deal with
it,” said Roddy, who wants to be a social worker.
“These books have showed me that there are
vets who have seen and experienced the same
stuff that I have been through or something
that is different, and they are dealing with it
differently.”
In spring 2022, Pasco-Pranger and Newby plan
to take the course one step further, carrying

(Top) Odysseus’ journey in
The Odyssey is shown in this
map illustrating the mythological
Mediterranean Sea.
(Left) Two young men face off in
combat on an ancient Greek drinking
cup from the University Museum’s
Robinson Collection.
.

their discussions into student-led community
reading groups for veterans and others across
the state of Mississippi.
“We’ve had frank and powerful conversations
about the ways war shapes and transforms
human lives, both for veterans and for their
families,” said Pasco-Pranger. ”My wish for this
course is that it creates a relationship between
the students, the community, and the Office
of Veteran and Military Services, so that these
conversations around the experience of war
can continue to take place.”

Checking the Pulse of Gulf Coast Waters
In the age of crowdfunding and viral media,
two biologists are developing a mobile phone
app that will allow citizen scientists to conduct
marine assessments on the northcentral Gulf
of Mexico.

“In the aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, I
was surprised to learn how difficult it was to quantify
the loss of all the various types of marine and coastal
life forms in the Gulf of Mexico,” Buchholz said.

conservation of biodiversity and felt strongly that the
mammoth task of monitoring the populations of living
things could only be accomplished with the help of
citizen scientists.”
Professors Glenn Parsons and Richard Buchholz
have partnered to create a Mobile App for Marine
Assessment as part of the Gulf of Mexico Citizen
Scientist Initiative. State-of-the-art technology will allow
residents and visitors to upload photos, measurements,
GPS location, and other data regarding specimens they
have captured, observed, and identified.
Users also will be able to submit photos of endangered
or unusual specimens of fish and other marine creatures
for identification, track the abundance and health of fish
species seasonally and regionally, document invasive
species in Gulf waters, and monitor changes in the health
of coastal ecosystems and shoreline erosional changes.

They believe the best way to get people to care about
conserving biodiversity in the Gulf of Mexico is for
them to be actively involved in monitoring and
managing it. The initiative will help achieve that goal
while also educating the public about biodiversity,
population and ecosystem ecology, and the need for
them to be involved in restoration efforts.
“Citizen science programs have the potential to educate
the average person about how science advances,” Parsons
said. “Additionally, at a time when research funding is
scarce, citizen science initiatives are capable of providing
valuable data to researchers that would otherwise be costprohibitive, if not impossible, to obtain.”

The initiative has been awarded $1.7 million, including
$1.2 million to UM and $500,000 to the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources.

Preserving Precious Mississippi History
Decades before James Meredith, there was M. B.
Mayfield. A native of Ecru, Mississippi, Mayfield
was the first Black student to attend the University
of Mississippi. Although he never formally
registered here because he was barred by the state’s
Jim Crow laws, he is credited with unofficially
integrating the school.
A folk artist, Mayfield was hired as a janitor at UM in
1949. Unable to take classes, he found a sympathetic
professor who secreted him in a broom closet in his
classroom, where Mayfield could keep the door open,
set up his easel, and work in tandem with the other
students, getting a fine arts education in the only way
he could, surreptitiously.

The town of Ecru has long wanted to rebuild what
remains of his home there into a museum that includes
both his work and an archive of interviews about him.
Led by Jeannie Thompson, a librarian at North Pontotoc
High School and lifelong resident of Ecru, the town
approached the university’s M-Partner program for help.
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“Dr. Parsons and I are both interested in the

M. B. Mayfield (right) and one of his paintings. A history
graduate student processes the archival collection of
Mayfield’s personal papers and other artifacts (below).

Charleston

m

Lexington

Partnering with
Towns
to Improve
Quality of Life

|
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m

m New Albany
m Ecru
m Pontotoc

M-Partner is a community partnership
program that seeks to match university
capabilities with the goals and needs
of local communities in northeast
Mississippi. M-Partner is run by Laura
Martin, the associate director of UM’s
McLean Institute for Public Service and
Community Engagement.
“We work hard to create substantial and
sustainable results that will be viable in
the community for decades to come and
enhance the educational experiences of
students and research and engagement
programs of the university,” said Martin.
Martin put Jeannie Thompson and a team
of townspeople working on the Mayfield
restoration project in touch with Brian
Foster, assistant professor of sociology and
Southern Studies.
Foster is also the director of UM’s Hill
Country Oral History Collective—
established by the Southern Studies
program—which preserves the history of
Mississippians across the northeastern part
of the state.

“I teach an oral history course and from
that we drew on a pool of student
researchers who are perfectly fit for the
Mayfield project,” said Foster. “We wanted
to commemorate the life of Mayfield
with an oral history about him.”
Foster and his students conducted
in-person and phone interviews with
people who had known Mayfield.
M-Partner helped with key resources
like audio recorders and travel expenses
from Oxford to Ecru.
In summer 2021, the project was
further supported by the work of four
history graduate students, funded by
the Arch Dalyrymple III Department
of History. Under the supervision of
Thompson, the students created an
inventory of items recovered from
Mayfield’s house, from personal
correspondence to old exhibition
posters. The inventory is the first step
in cataloging his possessions.
“We are preserving M. B. Mayfield’s
history and a vital piece of Ecru history,”
Thompson said. “We’re also establishing
an important historical landmark that
will attract visitors and boost Ecru’s
economy.”

M-Partner is an
initiative of the
McLean Institute
for Public Service
and Community
Engagement. The
Institute’s mission
is to advance
transformative
service throughout
the university and
to fight poverty
through education
in Mississippi.
McLean initiatives
touch many areas
of life in the
state, including
health care
and education,
economic
development and
policy, marketing
and tourism,
resiliency, and
core government
systems. M-Partner
projects have
included service
to the towns
of Charleston,
Lexington, New
Albany, Ecru, and
Pontotoc.
For more about
M-Partner
projects, visit VFV
Online.

This year marks 40 years of women’s
advocacy, research, and education for the
Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender
Studies at the University of Mississippi.
(Top) Jaime Harker,
director of the Sarah
Isom Center for Women
and Gender Studies and
a professor of English, is
one of The Advocate’s
Champions of Pride
2021: “unsung heroes
who are making inroads
for LGBTQ+ people in
their fields of work and
in their communities
every day despite the
risks or challenges.”
To read about Harker’s
work, visit VFV Online.
(Bottom) Jan Hawks.
(Left) Sarah Isom.

T

he official story of women at UM goes all the way back to 1882 with the admission
of the first 11 female students—making it one of the first Southern universities to do
so. This was followed three years later by the hiring of Sarah McGehee Isom, the
university’s first female faculty member and the first female faculty member at a
coeducational institution of higher learning in the Southeast.

But decades later, the university’s position on women had gone from progressive to outdated,
still employing a dean of women to monitor the curfews and clothing of female students.

The Legacy of Jan Hawks
When Jan Hawks finished her PhD at
UM and accepted the role of dean of
women in the 1970s, things were poised
to change. Since female faculty and staff
weren’t allowed in most of the popular
male networking organizations, a group
including Hawks began meeting for lunch,
calling themselves the Non-Rotary Club.

“She was not a radical by any stretch of the
imagination; she was cautious,” said Shelia
Skemp, emeritus history professor. “But
she was always willing to pay attention to
what other people thought was important
and to be the very judicious person who
kept those of us who thought we were
wide-eyed radicals from making big
mistakes. She had good judgement.”

Hawks was known to get on with people
from all walks, so when her lunchmates
talked of women’s rights and inclusion on
campus, she listened.

Chancellor Porter Fortune (1968-1984)
thought it was a good idea to create a
more equitable environment on campus
for women, so he formed a task force,
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Fab 40!

Ginny Starr, Hawks’ daughter, said her mother was able
to succeed because of the grace she offered others and
her commitment to living her beliefs.

“We’re a small Center, so we know to do things, we
need partners in the community and at the university,”
said Jaime Harker, Isom Center director and professor
of English. “I see us expanding partnerships for
programs and research projects.”
For Harker, part of creating new partnerships is
thinking of the Center as an incubator.
“Our best ideas have always come from students’ needs
or dreams, and we’re going to continue to be the place
that helps students dream big and make it a reality,” she
said. “If a student has an idea, we want to help grow it.”
This is true of the annual Sarahfest and Oxford Pride Week.
“There is a stereotype of what’s possible in small town
in Mississippi, but it’s just not always true,” Harker
said. “You find allyship and collaboration in ways you
wouldn’t expect. In a time when people are going into
bunkers and dividing, we see people come together
across divides for a love of art, literature, or advocacy.”
Programing will conclude in February 2022 with the
celebration of 140 anniversary of women at UM.

E

Students receive many benefits, including assistance
preparing for dreaded entry exams, locating test prep
materials, acing interviews, and writing applications.
Just as important, students find others with the same
ambitions, and they are uplifted by the encouragement
of the pre-law and HPAO staff.

Advising Future Health
Care Professionals
Connor Bluntson (BA
biology 20) recently
finished his first year
at the University of
Mississippi Medical
Center. Even a year
out from graduation,
he fondly recalls the
HPAO support team.

n

Four decades later, the now-named Sarah Isom Center
for Women and Gender Studies is still a place known
for listening ears, interdisciplinary collaborations, and
inclusive spirit.

ach fall, thousands of freshmen set their
sights on careers as lawyers and health care
professionals. To help them get there, CLA’s
Office of Pre-Law Advising and Health
Professions Advising Office (HPAO) give
intensive guidance beginning on day one of students’
academic careers. At orientation, both offices make
presentations and appointments with students and the
support continues through their senior year.

lunts
o

Growing Inclusion and Collaboration

From MCAT to LSAT: Pre-Health and
Pre-Law Students Get Support from Day 1

rB

Because Hawks was always ready to listen and to make
people feel welcome, the Isom Center quickly became a
safe place for students, faculty, and staff to feel heard. It
also became known for the staff’s willingness and ability
to collaborate across disciplines.

Next Steps

no

“She was a humble Christian woman who, even though
she wasn’t a women’s libber, was very much into pushing
for women’s rights,” Starr said. “She worked with the
women’s shelter and helped get women out of bad
situations. That was her example to me: Don’t do things
for the shine, do things because you know they’re right.”

Co
n
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chaired by Hawks, in 1978. Its recommendations led
to the creation of the Sarah Isom Center for Women
and the abolition of the Office of the Dean of Women.
Fortune appointed Hawks to the Center.

“HPAO not only helped me get into med school, it
helped prepare me for med school,” he said. “I came
into UMMC with confidence that I could excel.”

Even with 3,500 students to assist, the HPAO staff
helps students research professional schools and land
prestigious summer study and shadowing programs.

11 LIBARTS.OLEMISS.EDU/VFV

To gauge HPAO’s success, just look at the numbers.
Students who engage with the HPAO office five times
or more have an an astonishing 78% acceptance rate for
medical school. (The national average is 43%.) Dental
school acceptance rates are 91%. No wonder the HPAO
was rated the number three health professions advising
office in the nation by Science Times.
“It’s never too early to start your journey towards a
health profession,” said Sovent Taylor, director of the
HPAO. “That’s why we’re at every orientation, to get
students on their path.”

ad
iso
n Ed

M

Madison Edenfield
found support for
her law school
applications
even after she
graduated in
2019 with double
degrees in French
and journalism.

enfield

Actualizing Ambitions
for Aspiring
Attorneys

“I spent months studying for
the LSAT,” she said. “It wasn’t until I’d taken the test last
August that I realized I’d conquered that challenge, but
now I had to actually apply—and I had no idea what I
was doing.”
Edenfield reached out to the director of Pre-Law
Advising, Carmen Riggan, who also heads CLA’s Office
of Student Services.
“She walked me through the whole process,” Edenfield
said. “One of the most difficult things I’ve ever had to
do is write my personal statement, and she helped me
structure it and told me what law schools are looking
for in the statement.”
To help the approximately 1,200 pre-law students on
campus, Pre-Law Advising casts a wide net to get inside
information about applications.

Sovent Taylor, director of the Health Professions
Advising Office, and Carmen Riggan, director of the
Office of Pre-Law Advising (right).

“I ask admissions deans from law schools to visit and
explain the application process,” said Riggan. “They take
actual admissions essays they’ve reviewed and break
them down so students know what they should and
shouldn’t write.”
The Pre-Law Office gives both small-group and
individualized advising sessions, guides students in
accessing free prep materials, connects them with an
LSAT tutor, and familiarizes them with the entire
process—in addition to other services.
“Ms. Riggan was such an advocate for me and was
really encouraging,” said Edenfield, who will attend law
school at the University of Richmond. “She was along
for the ride.”

FILE UNDER // ACA D E M I CS

IMPROVING
CRITICAL
THINKING

1.

2.

1. How
many
blocks are
present?
2. How
many
triangles
are present?

Critical thinking is one of the top
skills desired by employers.
Efforts to improve the teaching and learning
of critical thinking have begun under Josh
Eyler, director of faculty development in the
new Academic Innovations Group. Faculty
teams across the College are working to
enhance their general education courses.
For Music 103—Introduction to Music—the
redesign helps students sharpen listening
skills and critical thinking for a deeper
understanding of music of any genre. Instead
of being a music history survey, the course is
now about learning how music works, how to
think and talk about it, and how it functions
in our society. The topics-based approach
investigates themes such as music of war and
tragedy, nation and nationalism, virtuosity,
justice, love and loss.
Listening journals and activities tailored to
different types of music replace a required
textbook. Grading is based on student
responses to the music through listening
journals and creative assignments engaging
with the music.
“Students develop their ability to articulate
informed interpretations of music works
regardless of style,” said David Carlisle, a
music instructor. “They can see that differing
interpretations are not disagreements. Multiple
perspectives can coexist to enrich a music work.”
Students are encouraged to “own your ideas
about music and understand how music helps
us engage with the world around us.” And, the
redesign worked, with an increase in student
enrollment and enjoyment of the class.
Likewise, anthropologists created a series of
activities to help students engage with the
world around us for Anth 101—Introduction
to Anthropology.
“We each used what is happening today—
Black Lives Matter, indigenous ownership

//
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of their history, health, and
identity in a diverse country
and world—as cues to
help students develop the
ability to analyze multiple
viewpoints,” said Carolyn
Freiwald, associate professor
of anthropology.
“Kristin Hickman used
language to help students
discover other cultures by
interviewing other students. I
focused on social movements
to examine our own culture
and how it changes using
images and visual art, while
Lexi O’Donnell had them think
about our beliefs about health
and mortality. Matthew Murray
brought it back to big picture
questions about whom we can
study and how.”
Murray’s assignment engaged
students with a real-life
ethical conundrum about
who has the right to control
a 9,000-year-old human
skeleton—anthropologists
who wanted to study the
body, and Native American
communities who wanted to
rebury it.

The university’s
Thinkforward effort
unites the campus around
improving this fundamental
skill, with a focus on helping
students excel at these
specific steps of critical
thinking:
1. Conceptualize
complex issues or
problems
2. Gather pertinent
facts or ideas to explore
complex issues or
problems
3. Interpret data and
appraise evidence
4. Distinguish, compare,
or contrast diverse
points of view and/or
alternative conclusions
5. Articulate personal
insights about complex
issues or problems
6. Communicate a
reasonable and effective
argument response or
conclusion

“Students were particularly
engaged with the idea that
there may be multiple valid
perspectives on a problem
and that I was not going to ‘instruct’ them
on what to think,” said Murray, instructional
associate professor of anthropology.
“Working through the six steps of critical
thinking reinforced the idea that critical
thinking is a process.”

ANSWERS:
1. Nine
blocks are
present.
2. Twentyseven
triangles
are present.
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SPEAKING TO STUDENTS
On Wednesday, September 16th, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. the new
UM Speaking Center had its first virtual appointment.

For the fall 2021 semester, the Speaking Center moves into 404 Lamar Hall
for face-to-face appointments—including private consultations, group projects,
speech class visits, and a green screen for video practice.
Oral communication is regularly cited by employers as a top skill, and it is also
one of general education competencies for all UM graduates.
“My mission is to help speakers develop their oral communication skills,
competency, and confidence for effective delivery,” said Ellie Moore (EdD 19),
director of the Speaking Center. “We cultivate individualized strategies with
students to help them become independent, effective communicators and
confident speakers.”
Highly trained peer consultants deliver services to students on projects in
all disciplines. They were especially proud of the strategies that help those
conducting online presentations during the 2020-21 academic year.
“Never in a million years” did peer consultant Alandria Eppenger (BS
pharmaceutical science) think she’d be helping others with public speaking

Speaking Center Director Ellie Moore coaches Leah Hughes.

because speech was a struggle for her, too, at one time. She learned to put
herself in others’ shoes, adapting to different majors and different personalities.
“The Speaking Center gives students that push or that confidence needed to
speak well. Helping others and giving back is what I enjoy,” said Eppenger.
Peer consultant Spencer Heitman, with majors in English, philosophy, and
public policy leadership, likes the student-driven work at the Speaking Center.
“Clients feel more comfortable raising their concerns, and mentors get better
pedagogical results. We have an environment where they feel like they can
mess up and it’s okay.
“In helping others, my own speaking skills improve as well.”

hi
ns
ky

Services for the soft launch this year were limited to two types of online
appointments: live chat and synchronous video conferencing. Live chat allowed
students to share drafts of their speech outline and make changes in real time.
Video conferencing was ideal for getting feedback on the nonverbal (tone of
voice, facial expression, hand gestures, etc.) aspects of speech delivery.

c
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p
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SUCCESS
COACH
Hope Tulchinsky has joined UM’s
Center for Student Success and
First Year Experience staff as a
success coach for liberal arts
students to navigate their college
experience and beyond.
“I am happy to help students get
to their next step in life, to be
there for them in the hard times
and to celebrate them in the good
times,” said Tulchinsky, who
works closely with College of
Liberal Arts Student Services to
identify students in need.
An advocate for students to get
connected to resources and
opportunities, she provides
multilevel help, acting as a
bridge between multiple offices
on campus and providing
nonacademic support. She
connects students with Career
Services staff to help them think
about their future and career
aspirations. She also assists
students with time management,
study skills, academic progress,
and achieving their short- and
long-term goals.
A graduate of Elon University,
Tulchinsky moved to Oxford in
2014 when her husband, Peter,
was hired as director of campus
recreation. She holds a master’s
degree in higher education
administration from UM and has
worked as assistant director of
admissions and an instructor of the
first-year experience courses.

The arts help define our human experience. They can be a source of individual
comfort and strength, and they can depict and help us internally process shared
events; we begin to understand ourselves, and each other, on a deeper level.

D

uring the pandemic, the performing arts were faced
with unique challenges to continue safely teaching
and creating group performance experiences.

The departments of music and theatre & film turned
to outside venues and also used technology to bring
people together. In both cases, technical and creative challenges led
to important learning opportunities for faculty and students alike.

From jazz concerts in a parking lot to quintets in the Lyceum Circle,
the Department of Music organized outdoor performances and
taught studio lessons under tents. Their Midday Music series on the
department’s YouTube channel provided music enrichment in the
early months of the pandemic. A monthly podcast—yoU Me Music
Hour—connected with audiences in a new way and celebrated ways
we all connect with and through music. The podcast is available on
Spotify and other platforms and on the music department’s webpage.

|
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Performing Arts
During the Pandemic

“Performance is essential to the process of being a musician, and the
amount that we’ve been able to achieve this year is something we’re
really proud of,” said Nancy Maria Balach, chair and professor of music.
“UM music was able to find safe and progressive ways to make music
in person. From Band Night in Vaught Hemingway Stadium to an
orchestral concert with area high school students in the Ford Center
to outdoor chamber ensembles around campus to solo recitals in Nutt
Auditorium, beautiful music was constantly being made.”
In addition to producing 20 major ensemble concerts, 36 degree
recitals, and six other concerts, the Department of Music used the
pandemic as an opportunity to incorporate technology into the
work of making music, but that process came with challenges.

(Top) The Pop-Up Shakespeare series allowed students to
use outdoor venues on campus and out in the community
to create safe live performances. (Bottom) Nave Graham,
instructor in music

While online meeting platforms work for class and meetings, they
are not designed for synchronous music performance or even
rehearsal. Often there is a latency or lag, which is detrimental
to music-making. To overcome this, the Department of Music
turned to additional technology, such as Soundtrap, which allows
musicians to record and layer tracks and mix them on their own
computers or phones, and SoundJack, which allows collaborators
in different parts of the building who need to stay separate for
COVID-related reasons to make music together with no lag.
Even as COVID-related protocols ease in the coming semesters, the
department will continue to benefit from the technology that has

become second nature during the pandemic. Equipment
for streaming performances, critical when COVID
precluded audiences in Nutt Auditorium, will still be
invaluable to family and friends who are too far away
to attend their student’s recital. New technology-based
collaborations among music departments across the
SEC that shared teaching ideas and methods and offered
masterclasses and clinics to students will continue to
expand opportunities for faculty and their students in
years to come.
“I am inspired by the creativity and problem-solving
of the music faculty,” said Balach. “So many of our
discoveries, whether platforms or software programs,
moved us forward in exciting ways, and will remain
part of our future work. Incorporating technology also
enabled us to connect with a larger audience through
new approaches to live streaming, the launch of a new
podcast, and a virtual concert series.
“We didn’t allow the pandemic to slow us down, we used
it as an opportunity to propel us forward.”
For the Department of Theatre & Film, the challenge
was also met with creativity and innovation. They used
high tech and old tech to connect with audiences.
Journeying back to the Golden Age of Radio, students
wrote and performed five original radio plays in a
series titled Listening in the Shadows using the Foley
studio in the department’s new film production facility
for sound effects.
Matthew Shifflett, instructional assistant professor of
theatre arts, believes radio meets a creative need for
student playwrights.
“I’ve noticed that a lot of students create scripts that I
don’t know how you’d stage,” Shifflett said. “I made it a
policy to never push back, but to say, ‘Go for the weird
thing that’s creative’ because you can figure out the

//

then digitally edited into a set constructed in Fulton Chapel.

practicality later. You can accomplish a lot of things over
radio that you can’t on stage.”
The Zoom theatre production of Near/Far, a remotely
performed and recorded work conceived by Lauren
Bone Noble, assistant professor of movement for the
actor, centered on the theme of isolation—with full face
masks, no dialogue, and actors performing remotely.
She gave actors a “recipe” to work with and they
improvised movements.
The piece is a response to the physical requirements and
emotional consequences of the pandemic, Bone Noble said.
“That’s what’s going on now for us; even if we do see
people, we’re not really supposed to touch, so we are
living in a sterile environment,” Bone Noble said. “Well,
what’s the impact on us?”
The musical Urinetown blended stage and film, where
actors were filmed separately in front of a green screen
so they could perform without masks. These recorded
scenes were edited together then digitally inserted into
large group scenes, allowing students to interact only in
the final product.
The production team learned of this kind of filmed
performance, but “we don’t think a lot of colleges
went to the same extent,” said Cody Stockstill, assistant
professor of scenic design.
“We threw all kinds of different filming tricks at this
production, mixing many techniques so the audience
never catches on to how we’re doing this.”
The students gained tremendous benefits and
satisfaction during the challenges of the season.
“We put in long hours to act and crew this season,” said
Morgan Yhap (BFA theatre arts). “That being said, there
was definitely a sense of fun and community within
each production. This season brought us all closer
together because we wanted to keep theatre alive.”

TO READ MORE AND LISTEN/WATCH THESE PERFORMANCES, VISIT VFV ONLINE.
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Cast members for the production of ‘Urinetown’ rehearse
before a green screen in Meek Hall Auditorium....

Modern
Languages PhD
Enjoys Growth

|

The degree is designed to educate professionals who can
provide second language training for firms that conduct
business globally and need workers who can speak
Spanish and other languages. The program also trains
future modern language administrators for universities
and other institutions.
While the numbers have not yet been finalized, there
are currently 55 active students in the program. An
official expects there to be 60+ this fall.
“Our graduate program has quickly become
internationally known,” said Daniel O’Sullivan, chair
and professor of modern languages. “Some of this has
come down to recruiting—either actively through trips
by staff/faculty prepandemic or passive via our website.
A lot also has to do with word of mouth and the good
things our students say about the program to their
teachers overseas.”
The degree program has two tracks. One is in applied
linguistics, which is geared toward understanding
empirical data about languages, the evolution of
languages, and various dialects in the media and across
the nation, among other aspects.
The second track is in Spanish. It focuses on meeting
the growing demand for professionals and academics
who understand the language and culture of Spanishspeaking communities.
“In a rather short period of time, it has established
itself nationally and internationally as a program that
successfully trains and prepares graduate students for
academic careers in language teaching, pedagogy, and
second language acquisition with a strong underpinning
of both applied and theoretical linguistics and handson experience in the classroom,” said Donald Dyer,
associate dean for faculty and academic affairs and
distinguished professor of modern languages. “The
College is extremely proud of the program’s success, its
growth, and its prospects for the future.”

//

Asmaa Taha and
Lin Zhu were
among the inaugural
students in the
program. Taha, a
class marshal at UM’s
sm
2021 commencement
aa
Tah
exercise, finished her PhD
a
in December while working
full-time in UM’s Arabic Language Flagship Program.
Zhu is now on the faculty at Tulane University.
A
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Four years ago, the doctoral program in the
Department of Modern Languages began with five
full-time students. Today, enrollment has multiplied
11 times the original number and counting.

Several students are actively promoting the program. A
website they composed and maintained shows all the
countries from which UM students hail.
“We are training students to be leaders in their fields
upon receiving their PhDs and then to be transformative
in education, government, or industry through their
linguistic and analytic skills,” O’Sullivan said. “We want
them to show initiative, and so we were delighted to
learn that several of them banded together to form the
Graduate Student Colloquium in Applied Linguistics
and TESOL, where they organize a colloquium once a
semester in which one student gives a professional-type
presentation to students and faculty.”
Most recently, the students have established an online
journal, entitled the University of Mississippi Working
Papers in Applied Linguistics.
The degree prepares students to be leaders locally,
regionally, nationally, and internationally, said Felice
Coles, program graduate coordinator and a professor of
modern languages. “The emphases in applied linguistics
and Spanish gives students a greater understanding of
how to learn, teach, and work with speakers of many
languages around the world. Using their valuable and
marketable skills, our PhD graduates are happily finding
jobs in education, government, and industry.”

TO VIEW THE STUDENT-LED WEBSITE, VISIT HTTPS://SLS.OLEMISS.EDU.
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Culminating his leadership and involvement experience as the
2020-21 Associated Student Body president, Mannery, an English
and political science major, left a strong legacy of service and
dedication. He invested in Men of Excellence, Active Minds, the
campus NAACP chapter, the Big Event, MPower, Black Student
Union, Orientation, the College of Liberal Arts Leadership
Council, and more. Under his leadership, significant programs
were launched, including Open Doors and Stronger Together,
initiatives intended to connect students and administration
through open dialogue.
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o

An international studies and Spanish double major, Manivannan
was a Croft Scholar and selected for Phi Kappa Phi honor
society. She was actively involved in the Associated Student
Body, president of the UM Indian Student Association, global
ambassador of the Model UN, and leadership and engagement
ambassador with the Ole Miss Student Union. Manivannan’s
service as the Honors College Minority Engagement Council’s
first president empowered minority student involvement.
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A public policy leadership major, D’Amico invested heavily in
RebelTHON and the College Panhellenic Council, an organization
she served as president, helping guide Panhellenic recruitment
through a fully virtual format because of the pandemic.
She established the Potential New Member Core Values
Scholarship, providing four women financial support to join
the Panhellenic community. D’Amico’s investment in the
new student experience continued through her service as an
orientation leader and coordinator.

a nn
ery

ndeterred by COVID-19’s challenges, these students
continued to lead and serve the community
with grace, skill, and tenacity,” said Brent Marsh,
assistant vice chancellor for student affairs and
dean of students. “These inductees continue the
legacy of Hall of Fame members who left indelible marks at
this institution.”
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Based on outstanding contributions in all aspects
of campus life, this year’s Hall of Fame inductees
who are graduates of the College of Liberal Arts
are Shelby D’Amico, Swetha Manivannan, Joshua
Mannery, Gianna Schuetz, Robert “Cade” Slaughter,
and Madison Thornton. All are members of the Sally
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.

Sw

Hall of Fame

|
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Schuetz was a dual degree
student in managerial finance
and theatre arts. Her collegiate
experience was defined by service
in many areas of campus, mainly
in financial leadership positions
with the Associated Student Body,
Ghostlight Repertory Theatre,
Department of Theatre & Film,
Grove Grocery: The UM Food
Pantry, Pi Beta Phi sorority, Ole
Miss Ambassadors, RebelTHON,
Office of Community Engagement,
and more.
Slaughter earned a dual degree
in public policy leadership
and integrated marketing
communications. His leadership
included Columns Society
president, Associated Student Body
coprincipal of First Year Experience,
and Student Activities Association
codirector of pageants. Slaughter
welcomed potential and incoming
students through his roles as an
Ole Miss Ambassador, orientation
leader, and orientation coordinator.
Codirecting the Big Event was
one of many ways he served the
community. Slaughter was voted
Mr. Ole Miss.
A double major in biological
sciences and public policy
leadership, Thornton held
significant leadership roles as the
Alpha Omicron Pi vice president
of education, Associated Student
Body chief of staff, Honors College
Ambassadors executive board
member, and the PreMed Peer
Mentoring Organization secretary.
Her involvement included the
Columns Society, RebelTHON, Big
Event, Ole Miss Women’s Council,
and the American Medical Student
Association.

Journey to
Commencement
Each spring, selected members of the graduating class
are celebrated in a popular news feature: Journey to
Commencement, with each school and college highlighting a
handful of students. Here are just a few from the College of
Liberal Arts. We invite you to read the longer stories about their
experiences at UM and the other students we celebrated this
spring: journey.olemiss.edu.
Twice as Nice
If earning a graduate degree seems like a daunting task, imagine getting two
at once. Martha Grace Mize is the first person to earn dual master’s degrees in
anthropology and Southern Studies at UM.
Mize was extremely proactive in designing her simultaneous degree programs
so that she met all the requirements of both degree within three years.
For her thesis, “Revitalization in the Alabama Black Belt: Cultivation of a New
Civic Hegemony in Rural Main Street America,” she researched and conducted
interviews in Marion, Alabama, a town of approximately 3,000 inhabitants, the
majority of whom are African American.

Joshua Mannery and
Martha Grace Mize (right).

Associated Student Body President and Truman
Scholarship finalist Joshua Mannery is aiming for a career
in politics, so it’s no surprise that the nonprofit he created
is called Anybody Can Be President.
A double major in English and political science, Mannery
promoted student networking in both departments.

“The level of opportunities and resources and ways to
engage here are incredible,” he said.
Mannery’s leadership at UM is just a start of what he
hopes will be a major career in politics. He is attending
law school at Notre Dame University, specializing in
civil rights law, and then plans to become a community
organizer.

Summer Programs Spark Success

Johnny fulfilled his dream of enrolling at UM as a
chemistry major with an emphasis in biochemistry and
minors in mathematics and biological science. He attends
medical school and credits UM’s Health Professions
Advising Office with supporting him on his journey.

Inspired by International Studies
As a Stamps Scholar, Victoria Gallegos was provided
funding for her own research and travel, using it to study
in Ecuador, Berlin, Colombia, and the UK.
To enrich her education with a major in international
studies and minors in Spanish and intelligence and
security studies, Gallegos wrote international briefing
books for Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves’ international
travels. She also researched and planned a two-day
national securities seminar held on both regional
and national levels, and interned with the Brookings
Institution in Washington, DC.

“UM provided me with countless opportunities I never
thought I would have,” Gallegos said.

“I didn’t have a lot of exposure to people going to
college in my community,” said Johnny Yang, a native
of Winona, a rural town with a population of 5,000.
“There were few role models.”
Johnny gained just that exposure on the UM campus,
attending Mississippi StarTalk for Chinese Language and
Trent Lott Institute summer programs for high school
students.

Johnny Yang (from left),
Gianna Schuetz,
Victoria Gallegos,
and Michael Ivy.

She entered a master’s program in international studies
at the Bush School of Government and Public Service at
Texas A&M.

Savvy Champion of the Arts

Gianna Schuetz is a rare hybrid. Earning degrees in
theatre and finance with a minor in entrepreneurship, she
created an individualized curriculum that will advance her
career goal: being the manager of a theatre company.
Schuetz received professional-level experience on the
business side of theatre at Ghostlight Repertory Theatre,

19 LIBARTS.OLEMISS.EDU/VFV

Desire to Lead

a student-run theatre company. She managed their
budget and then served as the executive director.

|

20 VIEW FROM VENTRESS 2021

This fall, Schuetz started a Master of Arts program in arts
administration at Carnegie Mellon University.

“I want to find a niche in the arts and give actors places
to make art,” she said.

Journeying Through Music
A music education major, Michael Ivy was a student
teacher in the band program at Hernando High School,
inspiring a new generation with his love for music.
Growing up, he showed early signs of musical talent,
picking up trumpet from one brother and drums from
another, as well as learning to play the French horn. Then,
he found his true love: percussion.

“Once I settled into percussion, I knew I was home,”

The screenplay—the pilot episode of what she hopes will
become a TV series—is called Gemini Chaos.
“It’s the story of two female figures from Greek and
Roman mythology, Gaia and Chaos, set in modern times,”
she said.
Her imagination was sparked on a UM trip to Greece,
where she visited the Temple of Delphi.
Fernando, a first-generation college student, entered
Nova Southeastern University for a master’s in higher
education and plans to earn a master’s degree in creative
writing.

A Transfer Student Re-Finds Oxford
Max Mauney of Oxford grew up loving two things: tennis
and the University of Mississippi. But he was recruited to
play tennis at Meridian Community College first.
After transferring to UM, Mauney expected to come home
to a familiar Oxford. But his definition of community
changed, where he was greeted by new faces, cultures,
and passions that challenged and widened his
perspective.

Ivy said.
“I have met a group of incredibly diverse people here,”
He joined the UM Pride of the South marching band as a
bass drum player and taught drums at the Houston High
School summer band clinic.
Ivy is bringing his love of percussion and other
instruments into the classroom, because teaching music
and directing bands is, for him, a calling.

Doubly Enriched
The culmination of Tharangi Fernando’s education was
her honors thesis: a screenplay that draws equally on her
two majors: classics and English.

Mauney said. “Every organization I joined led me to

meet amazing students and alumni who helped my
studies and my career path.”
A biochemistry major, he is attending medical school.

//

TO READ MORE VISIT JOURNEY.OLEMISS.EDU

Max Mauney
and Tharangi
Fernando.
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Two students were chosen for an inaugural national network
program designed to use technology to innovate teaching
and learning with the goal of improving outcomes for Black,
Latino, and indigenous students, poverty-affected students,
and first-generation students across the country.
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onathan Dabel and Je’Von D. Franklin were
among 16 undergraduate students selected
nationwide to be Every Learner Everywhere
Network Fellows. The six-month, projectbased fellowship enables students to work
on an interest- and skill-aligned project while
developing meaningful professional relationships
with partner organizations: Achieving the Dream,
Digital Promise, SXSU EDU, or Intentional Futures.
They meet additional network members through
informational interviews and student-led panels.
The project areas include education technologies,
curriculum and course design strategies, and
teaching practices. Each partner organization has
expertise in evaluating, implementing, scaling, and
measuring the efficacy of education technologies,
course design strategies, teaching practices, and
support services that personalize instruction
for students in blended and online learning
environments. All 16 fellows are in cohort groups
of four to five and work directly with one network

partner on a project aligning to their major or
professional interest.
A freshman economics and mathematics major,
Dabel collaborated with the National Center for
Research in Advanced Information and Digital
Technologies, also known as Digital Promise. Equity
in higher education is an issue he plans to continue
researching in the future.
“The sole reason I am majoring in economics is that
I believe inequity and how well a student does in
school have a strong relationship to their parents’
economic status, the neighborhood they live in, and
how well funded their school is,” said Dabel, who was
born in Massachusetts and raised in Haiti.
“Digital Promise focuses on how we can use technology
to make higher education an equitable place for all.
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Every Learner
Everywhere
Network Fellows

After completing the program Dabel
better understands conducting
research on economic inequality and
working in a professional setting. “All
inequity issues, especially among
African American students, are
related to their parents’ economic
status and their environment
growing up. It’s a cycle and a crisis
not many people seem to care about.”
Franklin, a senior African
American Studies major with a
minor in education, enjoyed the
network opportunities.
“Online instruction is not engaging
for all students. In the fellowship
I designed courses and assisted
professors worldwide with
designing student-centered courses.
“I provided student-centered input
in the course design, facilitated
professional group discussions,
and learned foundational course
design skills. I learned and
benefited from studying theories
and best practices alongside the
Achieving the Dream team, who
are some of the best in the field at
applying equity-minded learning
theories in higher education.”
Franklin has a career goal of
leadership in higher education, and
this experience provided him with
the connections and expertise to
help pursue that goal.
“You have to understand why
students are struggling and what to
do about it. If you know that, you
can become an effective leader.”

The Politics of Military
Veteran Identity
How does the experience
of military combat
shape political opinions?
Travis Endicott, a naval veteran who earned
his PhD in political science this spring, took
a multidisciplinary approach that blends the
fields of military psychology and political
behavior in order to explain how combat
experience alters the way veterans view their
political environment.
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We read surveys, analyzed data, and,
most importantly, we provided
innovative ideas.”

is E
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One novel contribution of his survey research was a
more detailed measurement of the military experience.
“Instead of analyzing military veterans as one homogenous group, I
separate veterans by levels of combat experience,” said Endicott.
He found that military veterans who witnessed traumatic combat events
are more likely to identify as a veteran, hold less hawkish foreign policy
attitudes—less willing to escalate to military conflict—than noncombat
veterans and civilians, and have more trust in government than do civilians.
“I find that veterans tend to be more hawkish than civilians,” he said. “When
I account for the veterans’ number of unique combat experiences, however, I
find that the more combat experiences that veterans endure, the less hawkish
their foreign policy positions are. Moreover, consistent with literature from
military psychology, this association only holds for veterans who express
more regret about their time in the military.”
By varying levels of combat experience, Endicott provides a more nuanced
understanding of how and why that psychological toll of combat may alter
political beliefs and behavior for military combat veterans.
“To test this broad claim, Travis relies on a variety of survey data sources,
including an original survey he designed and fielded,” said Conor Dowling,
associate professor of political science. “Similar to the best work in political
science today, he draws from other fields—in this case, military psychology—
to make a unique contribution to political science.”
Endicott, who has started a faculty job at Wartburg College in Iowa, reminds
us that there is much more to the veteran identity than just being recognized
at a sporting event or wearing a hat.
“For many, it can influence the communities in which they choose to live and
the careers they pursue upon completion of service.”
And now, their political perspectives, too.

UM continues to climb the Military Times’ Best for Vets
ranking, moving up to No. 21 this year among public
institutions and making UM the second-ranked SEC
school for veterans and military-connected students.
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Student Veterans
Celebrate
One-Stop Shop
for Resources
Student veterans and militaryconnected students have better access
to the specialized services they require
with the relocation of the Veteran
and Military Services office and the
Veterans Resource Center to the
George Street House. Previously, they
were on different sides of campus.
Student veterans, such as Angela Roberts, a Marine veteran and biological
science major, now have a one-stop shop for accessing their benefits, seeking
academic support, studying, and socializing with other student veterans.
Roberts said it’s been crucial having access to administrators who have been
in her shoes and peers who are also trying to reintegrate into civilian life
while adjusting to life on campus.
“When you leave the military, you don’t always know how to start the
process,” she said. “You’re trying to integrate into society, trying to be
a civilian, and have to shift your mindset. Having these services helped
me find some normalcy and feel like it’s not over just because I left
the military. This is a new chapter and I have to make it work—these
resources help.”
The new space near the JD Williams Library isn’t just logistically convenient.
It serves as a respite for students. The kitchen, provided through a Home
Depot grant, also serves as a satellite location for the Grove Grocery, the
university’s student-operated food pantry.
Andrew Newby, assistant director of veterans and military services, is most
excited about having a central place for student veterans to be able to go, to
study in a quiet place where they know space is always available for them, or
just to get a snack.
“We now fully serve, in one location, all the needs of a student veteran,”
Newby said. “They can study, print for free, relax, get food, schedule doctors’
appointments, get their VA disabilities handled, apply for survivor’s benefits,
secure a home loan, get insurance, take care of the administrative side of
their education—they can do everything here except sleep.”

With a theme of Resilience,
two UM TEDx 2021 speakers
shared ideas connected with
military veterans.
Michael Wade, military
science instructor and 18year active-duty veteran,
focused his presentation
on how people can better
support and communicate
with veterans returning from
active duty.
Marcela Weber, a
psychology doctoral student
who is completing a clinical
psychology internship in
Albuquerque, explored
the connection between
psychological resilience
and preparedness. She is
providing mental health
services to veterans and
pediatric polytrauma
survivors such as children
involved in motor vehicle
accidents.
To view these and other
talks by members of the UM
community, visit tedx
universityofmississippi.com.
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Megan Steis
makes a
landshark
sign at
VaughtHemingway
Stadium.
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Air Force All American
Megan Steis wants to fly. And as a Navy Federal Credit Union
Air Force ROTC All-American, her trajectory points skyward.
Steis, a major in Chinese minoring in aerospace
studies and intelligence and security studies,
is among a select group nationally to receive
the award given to ROTC seniors exhibiting
leadership, military excellence, scholarship, and
service. Cadets are from ROTC units in each
military branch at all Power Five
conference universities.
“It’s an honor to be known for
doing great things for ROTC
and my community,” she said.
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Awardees receive a $6,500
scholarship, nationally
televised recognition, and
a $5,000 donation to the
student’s ROTC booster club,
alumni fund, or student fund.

i
fW
yo
s
e
t
ith Allison cour

Steis received the award during
her year-end review, a Zoom call where her
commanding officers, family, and members of
the Navy Federal Credit Union team joined
in to congratulate her along with New York
Giants tight end and UM alumnus Evan
Engram. “Your awards and accolades, and the
fact you’ve never gotten a B, is impressive,” said

Engram, who told her about his grandfather
who was a member of the Army Airborne.
Steis was nominated for sustained excellence in
ROTC and her embodiment of the Air Force
core values—ranking 11 out of the 476 cadets,
being a Distinguished Graduate, and receiving
the peer-selected Warrior Spirit Award during
field training, an Air Force ROTC equivalent of
basic training, at Maxwell Air Force Base.
She helped her unit purchase a flight simulator
and, as cadet wing commander, reorganized
and prioritized some ROTC detachment
funding. “We were one of the first ROTC
units in the country to get a flight simulator
to see what it’s like in a cockpit. It’s awesome
how much everyone uses it, and it’s a great
recruitment tool.”
Steis will use the award money and
recognition to start an alumni outreach
program bringing notable ROTC alumni to
campus to mentor students.
After graduation, she hopes to enroll in pilot
training and eventually use her Chinese language
skills as an analyst for the Air Force. Until then,
she’ll log as many flight hours as she can.
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Physics
Students Win
National Prize
Last winter the UM chapter of the Society of Physics Students (part of
the American Institute of Physics), won a prestigious national-level award for
its outreach efforts and dedication to physics education, the Blake Lily Prize.
Students Carley Middleton and Nick Kruse were chapter officers for the UM
Society of Physics Majors. Breese Quinn, professor of physics and astronomy
and director of the Center for Multimessenger Astrophysics, was the faculty
advisor.
UM students visited Oxford-area secondary schools to introduce students to
the fun of physics.
“Since the day I joined the Ole Miss chapter of the Society of Physics
Students, I was told that outreach was a major priority. Too many children
and teenagers view a physicist as someone born in a lab coat who can
immediately recite Pi to the 100th digit, a person who forgoes sunlight, fun,
and laughter in the name of science,” said Carley Middleton. “The best
part about SPS is seeing the spark in a child’s eye or hearing teenagers yell
in excitement when you shatter nitrogen-frozen flowers in front of them.”
“The SPS organization involves great opportunities for student involvement,”
said Luca Bombelli, chair and professor of physics and astronomy. “This is
exciting news and a great honor for our department and our students.”
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NSF Research
Fellows

Jax Dallas and William Meador—
Goldwater Scholars from last year—
were selected for National Science
Foundation fellowships recognizing
and supporting the research-based
pursuit of master’s and doctoral
degrees in STEM fields.
They receive three years of
financial support through the
foundation’s Graduate Research
Fellowship Program. Dallas is
pursuing his chemistry studies
at the California Institute of
Technology, and Meador continues
his chemistry studies at UM.
Dallas is investigating the field
of quantum sensing, which uses
advanced physics to perform
highly sensitive measurements of a
physical quantity.
Meador is continuing to focus on
the design and synthesis of nearinfrared emissive small molecules
for use as biological imaging agents.
He intends to expand his research
interests into other areas, including
exploring the design and synthesis
of efficient low-energy absorbing
dyes for solar cell technologies.
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UM students and faculty introduce the fun of
physics to Oxford-area secondary schools.
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Qing Ivy Li

Austin Wallace

Goldwater Scholars
Chemistry majors and Honors students Qing Ivy Li and Austin Wallace are
UM’s 17th and 18th Barry S. Goldwater Scholars.
One of the oldest and most prestigious national
scholarships in the natural sciences, engineering,
and mathematics, the Goldwater identifies and
supports exceptional sophomores and juniors
who show promise of becoming the nation’s next
generation of research leaders.
“Austin and Qing have poured their
undergraduate careers into laboratories,
seeking answers to fundamental questions
at an astonishingly young age,” said Douglass
Sullivan-González, dean of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College.
“Both have unleashed their imagination in a very
disciplined way to help advance knowledge and
understanding in the world of science.”
Wallace, who conducts computational chemistry
research with Ryan Fortenberry, associate
professor of chemistry and biochemistry,
presented his first project on carbonic acid
clusters as a poster at the Southeastern
Undergraduate Research Conference 2020. The
manuscript of this work has been submitted to
The Journal of Physical Chemistry A.
“My goal is to become a researcher at a national
research laboratory,” said Wallace.

Li has been a part of Jared Delcamp’s research
group since her freshman year. Her research
focuses on understanding long-lived, highenergy charge separation triggered by light.
She has presented at multiple conferences and
been published in ACS Omega journal.
“My immediate plans are to finish my
undergraduate degree and continue my
chemistry research endeavors as a graduate
student at an R1 university,” Li said. “In the
future, I want to lead my own research group
at a national laboratory working on designing,
synthesizing, and applying novel organic
molecules for renewable energy purposes.”
Greg Tschumper, chair and professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, said the
department is honored to have the work of Ivy
and Austin recognized at the national level.
“They have taken their passion for
and dedication to science beyond the
classroom and into the research lab. These
accomplishments speak volumes about the
exceptional quality of our students and faculty
and the research they are conducting together
at Ole Miss.”

National Champion

“I can’t even describe it,” she said. “No one
thought we could do this. No one ever really
believed in us, and I knew. I believed in us
from the start. It’s really special, and I’m
thankful for this moment.”
Less than 48 hours after winning UM’s
first team title since 1962, Johnson earned
All-America honors from the Women’s Golf
Coaches Association.
A second team WGCA selection in 2020, she became
the first Rebel in program history to earn First Team AllAmerica honors by any organization. Johnson ranked No.
8 individually in the NCAA by both Golfstat and Golfweek,
played in all 10 events during the 2020-21 season for
UM, and led the team in stroke average (71.34).

Portz Scholar
Genevieve Verville, a 2020
chemistry Honors College
graduate with minors
in biological sciences,
mathematics, and psychology,
is a National Collegiate Honors
Council Portz Scholar.

The St. Gabriel, Louisiana, native
tallied five top five, eight top 10,
and nine top 20 finishes this season,
including a fifth place individual finish
at the NCAA Championship. She has led
Julia Johnson
UM on the leaderboard in six of the team’s 10
events and registered 18 rounds of par or under.
Johnson’s fifth place showing marked the 16th top five
finish of her career, a program-best. She holds four of the
five lowest 18-hole season averages in school history.

the molecules of interest in water to better
understand how they interact with each other
and affect the adjacent
networks of water.”
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After a postbaccalaureate research
fellowship at the
National Institutes of
Health in Bethesda,
Maryland, Verville
plans to apply to
doctoral programs.

rville

One of only four recipients nationwide, she
presented her honors thesis during the NCHC conference.
“I am thrilled people outside the university are interested
in my research because the phenomenon known as the
hydrophobic effect has implications in developing new
treatments for disease and in drug design and effectiveness.”
The focus of Verville’s thesis is three organic molecules—
called osmolytes—important to proteins. These
molecules are trimethylamine N-oxide—known as
TMAO, guanidinium, and urea. Osmolytes play crucial
roles in protecting cells against environmental stressors
that can negatively affect them. “The exact mechanisms
by which TMAO stabilizes and both guanidinium and
urea destabilize folded proteins and interact with each
is still a mystery. We explored the interactions between

“Genevieve is one
of the finest honors
students I have known
at Ole Miss,” said Nathan Hammer, Margaret McLean
Coulter professor of chemistry and biochemistry,
Verville’s honors thesis advisor. “She first appeared as
second author on a published paper featured on the
Journal of Physical Chemistry B cover.” Verville’s thesis
research is the basis of an article in the Journal of Raman
Spectrometry on which she is first author.
A droplet of water forms a spherical
shape, minimizing contact with the
hydrophobic leaf.
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Economics major Julia Johnson, a First Team AllAmerican, joined in the celebration when Ole Miss
Women’s Golf captured the 2021 NCAA National
Championship. With tears of joy in her eyes, the senior
reflected on the moment.
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Brantley Damon
(top, from left), Miller
Greene, Ivy Gerrell,
and William Bradford.
Jordan Evans (bottom,
from left), Ella Lawson,
and Isabel Spafford.

Boren Scholars

For the second time, seven accomplished University of
Mississippi students are recipients of the prestigious
David L. Boren Scholarship from the National Security
Exchange Program.

All either are or have been enrolled in UM’s Croft
Institute for International Studies, five are Honor
students, and five are in the UM Arabic or Chinese
Language Flagship programs.
The recipients are Brantley Damon, Miller Greene, and
Isabel Spafford, all of whom will go to Meknes, Morocco;
William Bradford, who is going to Tanzania; Jordan
Evans and Ivy Gerrell, both of whom will go to Taiwan.
Ella Lawson was planning to study in Indonesia but has
decided to join the Jesuit Volunteer Corps instead.
An international studies and Spanish major, Bradford
plans to learn Swahili, enjoy Tanzanian culture, and
climb Mount Kilimanjaro. After returning to the US,
he will look for a job using the connections he made
through Boren with the US Department of State.
Damon is an Arabic major with minors in teaching
English to speakers of other languages and education.
After graduation, she plans to pursue a career as a
foreign service officer.
A dual Chinese and English major, Evans attends
the Chinese Flagship capstone program at National
Yang-Ming University in Taipei, Taiwan. He hopes to
work for the State Department and become a foreign
service officer.
Gerrell is a Chinese and international studies major
with a minor in aerospace studies. She attends the
Chinese Language Flagship’s capstone program in

Taiwan. After graduation, Gerrell will commission as
a second lieutenant through UM’s Air Force Reserve
Officer Training Corps program.
After returning from Morocco, Greene, an Arabic and
international studies major, hopes to attend graduate
school and eventually work as a foreign service officer
for the US Agency for International Development.
An Arabic and international studies major and Swahili
minor, Spafford attends classes with Moroccan students
at a local university. After graduation, she plans to work in
sustainable development and/or peace building.
Lawson would have been the first UM student to
be awarded a prestigious Indonesian Fellowship
Language Initiative Boren award. An Arabic, classics,
and international studies major, she joined the Jesuit
Volunteer Corps to volunteer with Little Brothers—
Friends of the Elderly in Chicago.
“This serves as testimony to the opportunities Croft
offers students with an international outlook, and it
confirms that combining international studies with the
Flagship programs in Arabic or Chinese is a winning
formula,” said Oliver Dinius, executive director of the
Croft Institute and Croft associate professor of history.
UM’s Office of National Scholarship Advisement cohosted
a workshop with a Boren representative to provide details
and tips on applying for the scholarship. “This was a
fantastic recruitment event and opportunity for students
to know the ONSA has tools they can draw on,” said Vivian
Ibrahim, director of ONSA and associate professor of
history. “The Boren is a great feeder award that fast tracks
successful students into careers in federal government.”

Aspen Fellow
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Charlotte Armistead

Gilman
Scholar

Zach Allen, a linguistics
and Spanish major, plans
Za
ch
Alle
to spend a semester studying
n
at the Universidad San Francisco de
Quito, known as USFQ, in Ecuador.
Studying Spanish in an immersive environment is a
dream come true for Allen. At USFQ he will also study
Quechua, the language of the indigenous people who
live across Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile, and Colombia.
Language is key to understanding culture and will give
Allen insight into Ecuador and Quechua.
The US Department of State Benjamin A. Gilman
International Scholarship offsets many of Allen’s
expenses. “The scholarship helps the cost not be an
inhibitory factor in studying abroad. This experience
at a prestigious university will help my application
to grad school. It will improve my ability to speak
Spanish and not just be proficient in reading and
writing in the language.”

Rangel Fellow

Charlotte Armistead, a double major in Arabic and
international studies with a minor in intelligence and
security studies, is the university’s first Rangel Graduate
Fellow—a program preparing outstanding young
people for careers in the Foreign Service of the US
Department of State.
Rangel Fellows receive up to $84,000 for two years of
graduate study, internships, mentoring, and professional
development activities.

“I’ve always been drawn to a career in diplomacy, and
studying and interning in an embassy in Jordan
confirmed my desire to pursue a career with the US
Department of State,” said Armistead, a member of
UM’s Arabic Language Flagship Program and Honors
College. “The Rangel Fellowship is the perfect fit.”
As a Rangel Fellow, she will continue her academic
research through a graduate program and hopes to
attend Georgetown University. Armistead plans to
learn a new language and continue Arabic classes.
Throughout the fellowship she will be mentored by a
foreign service officer.
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The fellowship brings together 75 people between the ages of 18 and 22 for a
yearlong cohort-based leadership development and community impact program
followed by four years of targeted support for degree completion and job
placement. The program directly engages community organizations, local changemakers, and educational institutions.
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Violet Jira, an English major and Stamps Scholar, is an Aspen Young Leaders
Fellow in the Mississippi-Arkansas Delta cohort. The Aspen Institute fellowship
identifies, cultivates, and amplifies rising generations of talent to engage in valuesbased leadership essential for transforming their lives and society for the better.
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Yenching Fellows
Lennis Barlow and Matthew Travers headed to China in
September to spend two years studying in Beijing with scholars
from around the world as UM’s first Yenching Fellows.
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he Yenching Academy of Peking
University was established in 2014 with
the goal of building bridges between
China and the rest of the world
through an interdisciplinary master’s
program in China studies.

The president of Real Food Rebels Student
Organization, she closely worked with the
Associated Student Body and the Office of
Sustainability coordinating campus efforts to create
a more energy-efficient, recycling-friendly, and
inclusive campus environment.

The academy, which brings together 100 scholars from
30 countries and regions, provides full fellowships for
two years at Peking University.

“Through the Yenching Academy, I am furthering
my thesis research on Chinese water policy and
environmental discourses while continuing to develop
my language skills. I am beyond excited to work
alongside Yenching’s community of global scholars.”

Barlow and Travers majored in Chinese and
international studies and were members of the Sally
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.
Having two of the 100 students represented is
impressive for the university, said Vivian Ibrahim,
associate professor of history and director of the
Office of National Scholarship Advisement. It’s
especially notable, considering only 70 came from
outside China.
At Yenching, students are immersed in an intensive
learning environment where they explore China and
its role in the world—past, present, and future. The
academy goal is “to shape new generations of global
citizens with a nuanced understanding of China.”
Barlow, who minored in environmental studies, plans
to pursue a master’s degree in China studies with a
focus on environmental policies.

Travers minored in Swahili. He was a Stamps Scholar
and the recipient of the Boren, Critical Languages,
and NSLI-Y scholarships. Travers came to UM as a
student in the Chinese Language Flagship Program.
He participated in the program’s Capstone year in
2019-20. As a Yenching Fellow, Travers is studying
politics and international relations, focusing on
China-Tanzania relations.
“I am researching China’s language policies and soft
power in Swahili-speaking East African countries. I
am using my proficiency in Chinese and Swahili to
learn more about China’s influence in East Africa
through the Belt and Road Initiative and Confucius
Institute.”

3MT

UM’s Three Minute Thesis
Competition first place
winner for 2021
in the doctoral
category was
Lauren Jordan,
an experimental
psychology
student.
La

ure

n Jordan

Held at universities
worldwide, the annual event
challenges graduate students to
present academic research with one
PowerPoint slide in three minutes.
For 3MT, Jordan presented research
from a grant project she worked
on with her advisor Carrie Smith,
assistant professor of psychology,
on women in the science,
technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) workforce.
“We felt it important to conduct
this research because, while a
considerable amount of work has
looked at STEM education, very
little has considered whether
women who have made it through
STEM education and to the
workforce are happy with their jobs
and plan to stick with their careers.
“There were no differences
between men and women in
STEM and non-STEM careers
on a single-item measure of job
satisfaction. Despite this, men
in STEM jobs reported wanting
to leave their careers more
than any other group, and both
men and women in STEM jobs
reported relatively more negative
workplace experiences than those
in non-STEM jobs, such as feeling
frustrated in their competence and
their ability to make their own
decisions. It could be that STEM
workers feel a lot of ambivalence
towards their workplace
experiences.”

Come Clean

A Vietnamese-American writer from Houston,
Texas, Joshua Nguyen is an English-Creative
Writing PhD student after receiving his MFA in
creative writing at UM. His debut full-length poetry collection Come Clean
(University of Wisconsin Press) won the 2021 Felix Pollak Prize in Poetry.
In Come Clean, the Asian-American masculine interrogates the domestic
space through the sensual and finds healing through family and in
everyday rhythms: rinsing rice until the water runs clear, folding clean
shirts, and attempts at recreating a fragmented past. Yet past wounds
remain present like permanent marker under layers of paint or spilled fish
sauce set into car upholstery.
In his chapbook American Luc Bát for My Mother (Bull City Press 2021),
Nguyen reimagines the luc bát, a traditional Vietnamese form, to bridge
past and present, east and west, tradition and innovation. The poems sizzle
with garlic and fish sauce as the speaker tries (and fails) to recreate one of
his mother’s recipes—but beneath these tender love letters from a son to his
mother simmers a crackly interrogation of American imperialism, whiteness,
assimilation, and survival. How can we honor and preserve the histories,
languages, songs, and recipes carried across borders and filtered through
generations, while still holding space for expansion and connection, gratitude
and honesty, salt and sugar?
Recipient of fellowships from Kundiman, Sundress Academy for the Arts, Tin
House, and the Vermont Studio Center, Nguyen has published work in The
Texas Review, Crab Orchard Review, The Offing, and Gulf Coast. He has been
featured on both the “VS” podcast and Tracy K. Smith’s, “The Slowdown.”
Nguyen began writing with the Meta-Four Houston Youth Slam Team and
competed in Brave New Voices. A collegiate national poetry slam champion
(CUPSI), he placed #1 in the nation in 2014, won Best Writing as a Team in
2015, and was the 2015 CUPSI Haiku Champ.
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Joshua Nguyen

One Scholar, Two Awards
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Ashleen Williams, a history doctoral student who teaches
in the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, received
two prestigious academic awards this year.
She comes to UM from Montana, following excursions
to Northern Ireland and the Middle East. As a 2013
Mitchell Scholar, Williams travelled to the University of
Ulster to earn her master’s degree in applied peace and
conflict studies.
Her dissertation will focus on differing
ideas of the nation in the early 20th
century Gulf. She previously completed
research on political graffiti, a study she
began as a Fulbright English Teaching
Assistant in Bahrain.

Humanities Without Walls Fellow
Graduate students selected for the
fellowship engage in intensive discussions
with organizers of public humanities
projects, leaders of university presses and
Ashleen Williams
learned societies, experts in the various
domains of the digital humanities, representatives of
governmental and nongovernmental organizations, and
holders of important nonfaculty positions in universities.
“This is an incredible way to think about career diversity
and the ways I can pursue a career in the humanities,”
said Williams, the first UM student named an HWW
Fellow. “It is an important opportunity to consider public
humanities and how the humanities shape and are
shaped by the community.”
The HWW workshop is a limited submission application
with a nomination from the dean of the Graduate School.
It is designed to help participants explore diverse future
careers, particularly those outside of academia and/or
the traditional tenure-track university system.
Williams’ recognition is well deserved, said Vivian
Ibrahim, associate professor of history and director of
the Office of National Scholarship Advisement, who
is Williams’ dissertation adviser. “The funds and
predoctoral career diversity workshop complement
Ashleen’s commitment to the centrality and value of
humanities in our society.”

K. Patricia Cross Future Leaders Award
The Association of American Colleges and Universities’
annual award recognizes graduate students showing
exemplary promise as future leaders of higher education
who are committed to academic innovation in the areas
of equity, community engagement, and teaching and
learning. The award honors the work of K. Patricia Cross,
professor emerita of higher education at the University of
California at Berkeley.

Graffiti in the Barbar village of Bahrain. Photo courtesy Wikimedia
Commons by Mohamed CJ. License: creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/3.0/legalcode.

“This award is particularly meaningful because of whom
it is named for and the example Cross set for young
educators for excellence in teaching and learning,”
said Williams. “It is a chance to connect with other
graduate students and scholars across the nation who
are committed to questions of equity and community
engagement, and I feel inspired by learning from their
work.”
The award recognizes her involvement in the Honors
College First-Gen Student Network helping firstgeneration students navigate the college experience.
Williams created a lecture series given by successful firstgeneration Mitchell, Truman, and Fulbright scholars.
Williams’ recognition is well-deserved, said Douglass
Sullivan-González, dean of the Honors College. “As our
senior Barksdale Fellow, she leads by example how
to engage our large academic community with the key
questions of the day. Ashleen pours herself into working
with first-generation students and is recognized for
these accomplishments both in our college and by the
university administration.”
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Stories of
the Enslaved
“When people don’t have a narrative,
they don’t have value in the eyes of the
greater society,” said Donald Guillory,
a history doctoral student.

I

Donald Guillory (right) talks with Chancellor Glenn Boyce about the
history of Barnard Observatory.

n this time of the pandemic, Guillory gives a voice to the enslaved people who lived in and around
Oxford before the Civil War by illuminating their history via video tours of campus, where some
iconic structures were built by labor of the enslaved. The tours are an initiative of the UM Slavery
Research Group. Created in 2013, the group works across disciplines to learn about the history of
slavery and enslaved people in the community.

Tour narratives can be challenging because they present an alternative reality to the stories slave-owning
families created about the people they held in bondage and their relationships with them, Guillory said.
In his 2020 TEDx University of Mississippi presentation, “The Importance of a Narrative,” Guillory
compares lost stories to “missing threads in the fabric of humanity,” a fabric he hopes to reweave.

“The history department is thrilled to support graduate students engaging in public history projects like
this tour because they connect a broad audience of university community members and Oxford residents,
such as high school students, to the work of professional historians,” said Noell Wilson, chair of history
and Croft associate professor of history and international studies.
“We are grateful for Don’s ingenuity and technical savvy in moving the tours online during the pandemic
and are optimistic the tours will reach an even larger audience through this virtual platform.”

//

VIDEO: TO WATCH THE UM HISTORY OF SLAVERY TOUR, VISIT VFV ONLINE.
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Campus Slavery Tour Locations

GRADUATE STUDENTS // AWA R DS

AWARD-WINNING
GRADUATE STUDENTS
Each year departments present Graduate
Achievement Awards at Honors Day.
Sayontani Sinha Roy
 PHD CHEMISTRY &
BIOCHEMISTRY 21

“Finding cleaner alternative
energy sources is the need
of the hour. It is especially
important for countries where
the persistent energy crisis is the
bottleneck of economic prosperity.
One of the ways to achieve that is
fabricating artificial photosynthesis systems which can
harness power from photonic energy directly.
“Prior to coming to Ole Miss, I was involved with
developing catalysts for water oxidation reaction
(occurs in the anodic chamber), which is crucial for
making an artificial photosynthesis device. For my
PhD studies, I wanted to work on the other side of the
artificial photosynthesis chamber (cathodic chamber),
i.e., CO2 reduction reaction. At Ole Miss I became
interested in Dr. Jonah Jurss’ research endeavors
designing efficient catalysts for carbon-dioxide
reduction reaction. I have secured a position in the
Argonne National Lab.”

A

Zach Redding

Meghna Bhattacharya
 PHD PHYSICS 21

With her internationally recognized work on the
Muon g-2 experiment at Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory (Fermilab), “Meghna Bhattacharya has
been a critical player in the successful execution of
probably the world’s single most important HEP [HighEnergy Physics] experiment in the last several years,”
said Breese Quinn, professor of physics and director of
the Multimessenger Astrophysics Center.

“Meghna has accomplished much
in each major area of particle
physics work: academics,
hardware, software, analysis,
leadership, and communication.
She is broadly trained and ready
to lead new research efforts in neutrino physics.
She has received multiple postdoc offers and has
accepted one in the Scientific Computing Division

 PHD PSYCHOLOGY 21

of Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory. Top

For his master’s project, Redding
studied pharmacological
approaches for reducing
attentional lapses in rats. This
work was presented at the
international meeting of the Society
for Neuroscience, and his paper was
published in the journal Psychopharmacology.

programs across the country have recognized what

Building on his thesis work with Professor Karen
Sabol, Redding’s dissertation investigated a
complex relationship between the glutamate and
norepinephrine systems in the mediation of attention.
His understanding of the unique characteristics of
neural signaling within specific attention networks
led him to generate novel hypotheses regarding
the combined effects of drugs that target both
chemical systems. Redding presented initial
findings from his dissertation research
at the Society for Neuroscience Global
Connectome in January.

we already know: Meghna is truly an exceptional
student who has already made major contributions
to the field and has the potential to accomplish
much, much more as her career progresses.”
Fermilab

GRADUATE STUDENTS // AWA R DS

Martha Grace Mize
 MA ANTHROPOLOGY &
SOUTHERN STUDIES 21

“My research, focused on rural
economic development efforts
in the Alabama Black Belt, has
only added to my plans to work with and for local
communities in the future. I am applying to jobs in
my home state of Alabama, focusing on positions

Christian Leus
 MA SOUTHERN STUDIES 21

As a student on the
documentary track, Leus
studies film and culture in the
South. Her MA thesis, “What
Remains: Telling the Story of
Irene Taylor’s Murder,” is a sixpart podcast accompanying a written
paper examining a 1939 murder in her hometown of
Altheimer, Arkansas. The project combines analysis of
Southern landscapes, racial ideologies, mental health,
and violence using rich description and thorough
research.

in economic and community development roles,
public relations, and fund development in the
nonprofit sector.
“Conversations and interviews with individuals and
local organizations helped me delve further. The thesis
project led me to conclude that, even if local efforts
aren’t always successful in the traditional sense,
sometimes the shift in mindset can be just as valuable.”

“One of the most impactful things I’ve learned in
this program is the idea of looking at landscape
and region as a text that can be read—whether
that’s through learning about the environmental
history of a place or by contextualizing it through

A

documentary or other research. Everything has
a history and a context, even if that history and

Jemar Tisby
 PHD HISTORY 21

Author of the New York Times bestseller The Color
of Compromise, president and cofounder of The
Witness: A Black Christian Collective, and cohost of
the podcast Pass the Mic, Tisby studies race,
religion, and social movements in the 20th
century. His dissertation, “Soul Liberation:
Black Christian Intellectual Engagement
with Black Power,” offers a comparative
intellectual history of Christianity and the
Black Power movement.
Tisby’s scholarship and social justice work
have positioned him as a public-facing historian
providing expert commentary on numerous TV news
outlets such as CNN, NPR, and MSNBC in addition
to academic conference presentations and keynote
addresses at Notre Dame, Baylor, and Washington
University in St. Louis. He was recently named as one
of Twenty-one Faith Leaders to Watch in 2021 by the
Center for American Progress. His second book, How to
Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the Journey
Toward Racial Justice, was released in January.

context have been erased or obscured.”

Philosophy Spotlight: José Gonzalez

|
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A master’s student in the Department of Philosophy and Religion, José Gonzalez
is a scholar-athlete from a country where that concept does not exist: Costa Rica.
“There aren’t university-sponsored athletic programs like
there are in the United States,” he said. “The choices
for me were playing professional soccer and
going to a not-great university, skipping
university, or studying at a good
university and giving up sports.”
Gonzalez chose the last option,
majoring in philosophy and law
at the University of Costa Rica,
and he played soccer in the minor
leagues, which were less demanding
of his time. Under that country’s
legal education system, law is an
undergraduate major. He finished his
degree in six years and then went to work,
eventually rising to become an attorney at one of
the nation’s most prominent law firms.
Starting off as a criminal defense lawyer, he found that
he had no stomach for his cases, where the stakes were
very high for clients.

“There are many moral dilemmas that I faced, so I
switched to a white-collar specialty, securities law. Then
I decided I didn’t want a lifelong career in any law
field. I looked at my boss and thought ‘I don’t
want to be him in 20 years,’ so I returned to
my love of philosophy to get a master’s
degree.”
Gonzalez came to the University of
Mississippi Department of Philosophy
and Religion in July 2020.
His master’s thesis, which he is still
conceptualizing, will be about the
philosophy of language, focusing on legal
lez
n za
o
language.
Last semester, he taught a class on
G
Jos é
philosophy and law.
“José is a remarkable graduate student,” said Steven
Skultety, chair and professor of philosophy and religion.
“We are very fortunate to have someone with his
extraordinary array of talents at the university.”

Aiming for the Moon
“Welcoming Queen Latifa to the White House, working on
Capitol Hill as a legislative correspondent, and interning
in the social office of former first lady Michelle Obama are
just a few of the highlights alumnus Daniel Roberts (BA
public policy leadership 14) can boast on his resume—all
before graduating from Ole Miss.”
So begins the Ole Miss Alumni Review Winter 2021 issue
profile of Roberts, the policy communications manager for
Facebook. Visit VFV Online to see the entire story and the
lessons learned from his meteoric professional success.
“Take those calculated risks, and have those people in
your life that are mentors,” he says. “Build a board of
advocates that are there not only to guide you through
your decision-making, but also fight for you and
elevate you when you’re not in the room. It’s not about
networking, it’s about true relationship building.”

Photo credit: Reese Bland

T

raining the next generation of leaders is a powerful tradition at the University of
Mississippi, particularly in the College of Liberal Arts. A liberal arts education is known
for the production of graduates who can think, communicate, motivate, and work in a
diverse team.

Therefore, it’s no wonder that UM graduates have a significant presence on Capitol
Hill. They are elected members or work in member offices assisting with all manner of tasks, from
scheduling and communications and constituency services to legislative and policy aides. They also
work for the legislative institution itself.

These examples showcase the variety of alumni experiences on the Hill and the variety of skills that
they found valuable for success.
Joe Caplis (BA public policy leadership 21) is the most recent
graduate, but he has climbed the Hill every day since summer 2020
as a legislative correspondent for US Senator Pat Toomey from
Pennsylvania.
Completing his UM coursework online, Caplis had a year-long
internship through the UM Washington Experience Program, which
arranges housing and helps participants find internships. He ended
up doing everything from drafting opinion pieces to taking calls
from constituents. He’s also a backup “body man,” who travels
with the senator, making sure that he gets to events on time—and
prepared.
On the Hill, Caplis constantly runs into PPL graduates.

“The PPL program at UM is one of the few places that focuses on
policy,” Caplis said. “You dive in and learn the analytical skills
you need to write legislation and policy proposals. I love talking
to my classmates—and it’s even better when they’re on the
other side of the political spectrum.”
He sees a direct link from the PPL classroom to the Hill. “We
constantly have people working in government visit the program.”
Joe plans to stay in DC until he begins Harvard Law School. He
deferred for two years to continue climbing the Hill each morning.
Joe Caplis
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Working On the Hill
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Nicole Tisdale (BA political science
10) served for years with the
House Committee on Homeland
Security, on both maritime and
counter terrorism/intelligence
issues.

“As a staffer on Capitol Hill, 85%
of my job was writing,” Tisdale
said. “I know people may not think that
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politics involves a lot of writing, but for me it did.”
Committee staffers are involved in intensive legislative
research projects as well as outreach to relevant private
and community groups.
“I didn’t graduate from Ole Miss being an expert in ISIS
and Chinese espionage, but I did learn how to immerse
myself in the subject matter and provide analysis for the
variety of material I studied each semester. This trained
me well for what I do now in DC.”
Currently, Tisdale is a senior advisor on national security
issues with Cambridge Global Advisors and is the founder
and principal of Advocacy Blueprints, a consulting firm for
congressional advocacy. Although it is easy to be cynical,
she argues that members of Congress and their staff want
to be helpful to their constituents, and that government
works best when Congress and its constituents work
together.
“Problem-solving is most effective when the government
is accessible and a variety of perspectives are engaged.”

Molly Harris-Stevens (BA political science 14) worked
for six years in the House for different members and
now serves on the Joint Congressional Committee on
Inaugural Ceremonies.
She recently led the recruitment, training, and
management of approximately 300 volunteers for the
Biden inauguration, where volunteers did everything from
directing traffic inside the Capitol building to escorting
former presidents. She had an inside view behind the
events of the ceremony.
“I saw everything you didn’t see on TV and all that goes
into a successful and momentous event. The event is
perfectly choreographed down to the literal second.”
Harris-Stevens became interested in politics at an early
age, and while at UM, she interned in the summers in
two congressional offices and one campaign. Her roles
supporting different House representatives moved from
staffer to scheduler to director of operations. Given her

Molly Harris-Stevens

success in taking on more responsibilities and leadership,
Harris-Stevens was invited to join the professional staff of
the Senate.

“I am excited when others share this passion with me
and they come to the Hill wanting to make an impact.
It doesn’t matter your political affiliation; being an
engaged citizen or voter is important.”

At UM, Samuel studied political and economic
transitions with a regional focus in Latin America
for his degree in international studies. He completed
a study abroad at the Universidad Autonóma de
Querétaro, Mexico, where he examined the nation’s
political history, all as Mexico was in the midst of its
significant 2006 presidential election cycle.
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“In addition to my intensive work and studies in democracy, I most often today
reference a course I took on spatial reasoning,” Samuel said.
“We discussed the ways people identify different concepts and how they identify
commonalities among seemingly abstract (or concrete) ideas. Spatial reasoning is
important for people who work on public policy. This skill set often proves critical
in how quickly and effectively one can construct innovative ideas to confront
modern day public policy challenges.”
Following his studies at the Croft Institute for International Studies, Samuels
earned a JD from the UM School of Law and was the 111th Congress John C.
Stennis Center for Public Service Staff Fellow, 2009 Truman National Security
Scholar, and Senior Counsel and Legal Fellow/Intern Coordinator on
the US House Financial Services Committee.

Neal McMillin (BA economics and Southern Studies 14) used his
Southern Studies major to examine the world and his place in it.

“I then decided that environmental issues represented my
niche to make a difference,” he said. “My work in economics
laid the foundation for my perspective on environmental
Neal McMillin

policy that works together with business realities and incentives.”

McMillin spent time in Scotland learning about the emerging marine renewable
industry with a particular focus on wave and tidal energy, and his honors thesis
focused on the community and environmental impacts of wave and tidal energy
development. He pursued a Master’s in Marine Affairs at the University of
Washington College of the Environment.
McMillin then accepted the John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship in Washington,
DC, where he joined Senator Wicker’s staff to promote Mississippi ocean policy.
He was promoted to legislative assistant with a portfolio including the Commerce
Committee’s Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard subcommittee and
the Environment & Public Works subcommittees on Clean Air and Nuclear Safety;
Superfund, Waste Management, and Regulatory Oversight; and Fisheries, Water,
and Wildlife. In addition, he covers issues related to the Department of Interior.
McMillin’s longer term plan is to return to the South as a leader in
environmental policy.
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Twaun Samuel (BA international studies 06) was
California Congresswoman Maxine Waters’ Chief of
Staff from 2014 until May when he joined Moody’s
Corporation in New York as senior vice president of
government and public affairs.
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Arts
Leader

A forward-thinking
arts professional,
alumna Sarah Story
(BFA art 11) became
executive director
of the Mississippi
Arts Commission in
November. She leads the
state agency in its mission to be a
catalyst for the arts and creativity.

ory
Sarah St

Kristi H. Johnson (left) is sworn in as a
US district judge for the Southern District
of Mississippi.

Judicial
Dreams
Affirmed

“It is the rich cultural heritage and creative talent of
my home state of Mississippi that first inspired my
career in the arts,” said Story, a Jackson native. “In
particular, I’m excited by the opportunity to explore
how the arts can further promote and appreciate the
state’s diversity.”
She believes the arts are essential because they bring
people from diverse lifestyles and backgrounds into
conversations about creative expression, allowing
contemplation, participation, and discussion.
Story enjoys leading arts organizations to operate
efficiently and inspiring communities to make the
greatest impact possible.
In her role as MAC executive director, she is
responsible for strategic planning, public speaking,
grants administration, business management,
partnership development, and other duties. Story
reports to a 15-member board of directors appointed
by the governor and manages an 11-member staff.
She began her career in arts administration as
curator of education at UM’s museum and has
served as deputy director of the Ogden Museum of
Southern Art in New Orleans and executive director
of the UMLAUF Sculpture Garden & Museum in
Austin, Texas.
Story received a master’s in arts administration from
the University of New Orleans.

Alumna Kristi H. Johnson (BA political science 03) is a
new US district court judge with the responsibility of
upholding the nation’s laws.
She is serving as a US district judge for the Southern
District of Mississippi.
“This truly is a lifelong dream. All my colleagues say it’s
the greatest job on Earth. I believe them.”
Johnson comes to the court from the Mississippi
Attorney General’s Office where she was the state’s first
solicitor general.
Her dream to be federal judge began when she was a
law clerk for Sharion Aycock, Mississippi’s first female
federal district court judge.
“I went to law school to become an FBI agent and
immediately got sidetracked after I clerked with Judge
Aycock,” Johnson said with a laugh. “Through that
experience, I realized how critical it is to our system
of justice to have judges who work hard and follow
the law. She showed me how to treat all litigants with
dignity and respect.”
Following law school at Mississippi College, Johnson
spent time in private practice litigating in federal court,
followed by five years at the US Attorney’s Office. There,
she defended the US in civil actions and prosecuted
federal crimes.

Pandemic Provides
Possibilities for
Mentorship

Amid shifting plans
resulting from the global
crisis, the Department
of Theatre & Film found
new opportunities for
bringing in a diverse
roster of production and
design alumni.
The idea began when Carey Hanson, professor of
costume design, started calling on former students to
see how they were faring in the changing environment.
“I was worried about how they were doing in the pandemic,” Hanson said.
“I then wanted to connect our current students with our former students. It
seemed like a win-win.”
The idea was quickly picked up by Hanson’s colleague Jared Spears, an
associate professor of scenic design, who also began reaching out to
former students. Spears noted that various conditions specific to the
pandemic made it possible for guests to appear virtually when they
might never have been able to otherwise.
“Under normal circumstances, between production and touring schedules
and the expense of flying in guests, it would have been hard to pull
together this lineup,” Spears said. “Conducting these sessions remotely
opened a lot of possibilities.”
The talks followed a similar outline that could be summarized as “How I
got from where you are to where I am.” All speakers outlined the trajectory
from their early interest in theatre through their time at UM and the
further educational or career moves that led them to where they are today.
While a variety of disciplines were represented—including costumes,
hair and makeup, automation, lighting and sound—commonalities of
experience among the alumni emerged, and certain nuggets of wisdom
were shared, with slight variation, over and over again: Take every
opportunity to learn and grow your skills, work hard and be nice, mind
your reputation, and don’t be afraid to talk about money.

//

VISIT ONLINE VFV FOR THE FULL-LENGTH STORY THAT GIVES
A FASCINATING ACCOUNT OF THEIR CAREERS AND ADVICE.

Six alumni met with
students in the Production
Studies class via Zoom:

• Caroline Rea (2005) is
principal set costumer
for the NBC comedy
Superstore and works on
the set of Here and Now, an
HBO show starring Holly
Hunter and Tim Robbins.
• Lee Martin (2009) is
resident costume designer
with Barter Theatre, the
state theatre of Virginia.
• Wesley McClain (2009)
is supervisor of the
automation department for
Cirque du Soleil’s O in Las
Vegas.
• Kenneth Foster (2010)
is technical director of
the Marriott Theatre in
Chicago.
• Jill Haley Gugliuzza (2012)
is assistant wig, hair, and
makeup supervisor for the
American Ballet Theatre.
• Kurt Davis (2015) is
campus technical director
for Brevard College and
head of sound and video
for Brevard Music Center in
North Carolina.
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An actor portraying the character Ulla in the Barter Theatre’s 2019 production of
Mel Brooks’ The Producers wears a costume created by Lee Martin, a 2009 UM
alumnus and the theatre’s costume designer.

A Banner Year
Aimee Nezhukumatathil,
an award-winning
English professor and
poet, is making national
news with her bestselling book, World
of Wonders: In Praise
of Fireflies, Whale
Sharks, and Other
Astonishments.
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Aimee Nezhukumatathil’s
World of Wonders was
selected for UM’s 2021
Common Reading Experience.
All incoming freshmen and
transfer students will receive
the book to read and discuss
during the fall semester.

T

his book of illustrated essays—
Nezhukumatathil’s first foray into
nonfiction—is a paean to the
beauties of nature seen through
her eyes from childhood through
the present. The essays constitute a memoir
that emerges from the depths of her powers of
poetic perception.

“During a year of so much sadness and loss,
booksellers have brought whole worlds to
people who need it most,” she said.
“There’s no way an indie book gets to be on
the New York Times Best Sellers list without
booksellers and word of mouth.
“I’m enormously grateful for booksellers’
vision and creativity—and their belief in the
power of books.”
Since its publication last September, the
book has taken on a trajectory of its own. In
December, World of Wonders was chosen by

Barnes & Noble as its Book of the Year and
released in a special gift edition. The book is
featured in every Barnes & Noble in the country.
Weeks after the Barnes & Noble honor, World
of Wonders jumped to No. 5 on the New
York Times Best Sellers list and was on the
prestigious list for weeks. The author was
featured in a New York Times profile.
In a New York Times book review, World of
Wonders was praised as “a beautiful, poetic
and powerful memoir about growing up as a
‘brown girl’ in America in the 1980s, the child
of a Filipina mother and a South Indian father
… a carefully crafted gem.”
The writer has published four collections of
poetry. Her most recent is Oceanic (Copper
Canyon Press, 2018). Nezhukumatathil’s work
has been featured in the monthly publication
Poetry and the 2015 and 2018 volumes of Best
American Poetry. She is poetry editor of Orion
magazine, and her writing has been featured in
ESPN Magazine and on PBS NewsHour. One of her
poems, “Too Many Cooks Spoil the Broth,” was
published in The New York Times Magazine in 2018.

Searching Beyond
Einstein

A 2020 Guggenheim Fellow,
Nezhukumatathil was the first
UM professor to receive this
prestigious fellowship as an active
faculty member.
Recipient of the 2019 Mississippi
Institute of Arts and Letters Award
for Poetry, she has funding from the
National Endowment for the Arts
and the Mississippi Arts Council. In
2019, she was chosen to be a resident
artist at the famed MacDowell artists’
colony for a third time.
Nezhukumatathil was born in
Chicago to parents who emigrated
from the Philippines and India.
The New York Times profile
touched on the centrality of her
identity to her creative work:
“Nezhukumatathil has written a
timely story about love, identity
and belonging (more accurately
often about not belonging,
because of racism and her family’s
immigrant experience).”
“The enthusiasm with which my
book has been greeted is a gentle
reminder of how good and easy
it is to slow down and be a little
curious about this planet and, in
turn—if we do that—how we can
feel less alone,” she said.

S

tein’s National Science
Foundation CAREER award is
UM’s sixth in the last six years,
including two in 2019.

“CAREER grants are some of the
most prestigious and competitive awards NSF
offers,” said Josh Gladden, vice chancellor
for research and sponsored programs. “The
physics department has a strong history in
gravity research, and faculty like Dr. Stein
ensure it has a bright future continuing
to answer some of the most fundamental
questions humans can ask.”

For the last decade, Stein has researched
Einstein’s general theory of relativity—
published in 1915 and the best understanding
of how gravity works. Stein’s work uses signals
from astronomical sources, with the most
promising signals being gravitational waves,
which are ripples in space and time.
Predicted by Einstein, gravitational waves
were first detected in 2015 by the US-based
Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave
Observatory Scientific Collaboration, which
includes UM researchers and the Europeanbased Virgo interferometer.
While Einstein’s theory has been successful for
100+ years and every gravitational phenomenon
observed agrees with its predictions, the
general theory of relativity recently has shown
vulnerabilities with research into gravity inside

Leo Stein, an
assistant professor
of physics and
astronomy, is
using his National
Science Foundation
Faculty Early Career
Development
Program award
to further explore
Albert Einstein’s
general theory
of relativity and
pursue unlocking
the universe’s
gravitational secrets.
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Physicist Leo Stein researches Einstein’s general theory of relativity, using signals from astronomical sources, with the most promising signals being
gravitational waves, which are ripples in space and time. Photo illustration courtesy of SXS Lensing, Simulating eXtreme Spacetimes Collaboration.
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a black hole and dark energy, which
causes the accelerating expansion of
the universe.
“To search for signals of new
physics beyond general relativity,
researchers need predictions
from beyond-general relativity
theories, such as the predictions
of gravitational waves generated
by the merger of two black holes,”
Stein said. “While it’s possible to
make some progress with pencil
and paper, predicting these merger
waveforms requires supercomputer
simulations.”
The CAREER award funds
Stein’s research into making
supercomputer simulations of
merging black holes in beyondgeneral relativity theories possible
and more common. He hopes to
overcome a technical hurdle where
current simulations make sense for
only short periods.
Stein will focus on increasing the
agreement between gravitationalwave signals observed in nature
and the predictions of Einstein’s
theory.
The award helps the next
generation by providing research
assistantships for mentoring
students and postdocs. It’s an
investment in science and in the
people who do that science.
To educate the public about
general relativity and gravitational
waves, video and audio interactive
tools will be created for Mississippi
schools to help recruit students
and increase diversity in physics.
“Curiosity about how the universe
works is fundamental to human
nature,” Stein said. “This curiosity
drove the development of our
society. Anybody with the
curiosity should have access to this
knowledge.”

Exploring
Lower-Energy
Light

More effective use
of energy is a key for our future.
Jared Delcamp, associate professor of chemistry and biochemistry, and
Nathan Hammer, Margaret McLean Coulter professor of chemistry and
biochemistry, received a National Science Foundation grant to explore lowerenergy light to drive systems that will improve daily life.
With hundreds of devices working by absorbing light and then using that
energy, instruments that could be improved include solar cells, solarcharging batteries, night vision technologies, infrared cameras, and optical
telecommunications.
The $550,000 award funds interdisciplinary research from a diverse range of
chemistry fields, including organic, inorganic, materials, and physical chemistry.
“This work builds upon our recent strong collaboration the past few years and
should shed much light on fundamental charge transfer processes important
to developing batteries, other energy storage media, and energy harvesting
devices,” Hammer said.
In nature, green plants and other organisms use photosynthesis to convert lowerenergy light into other energy forms. The professors hope to better understand
this process and enhance artificial systems to improve a range of devices.
“Currently, our understanding in science is limited to higher-energy light,
where a lot of the energy can be wasted while achieving a functioning
system,” Delcamp said. “Our primary objective is to design organic molecules
that can split charges after absorbing light at an inorganic surface. These
systems are incredibly robust in many cases, and the use of organic molecules
lets the system be broadly tunable with respect to the light energy used. It is
all about using the currently unusable energies to drive important processes.”
While transforming lower-energy light into fuel is fundamental in nature, a
better-designed artificial photosynthetic system could change the way we
interact with the world, Delcamp said. “It is not outlandish to imagine a
world where your car’s exhaust is as valuable as the gasoline you currently
put in it. Or, a pair of glasses could be used to make the world around us
appear as visually vibrant at night as it does during the day. Electric bills
could be dramatically lowered. Energy could become more easily stored.
This work is at the center of all of these areas and could unlock much better
versions of all of these things.”

Carolyn Freiwald

Ted Talks
Two faculty members touched the broader world this year
through the medium of TED, a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas.
Beth Ann Fennelly, professor of English and
Mississippi poet laureate, had her TEDxUniversity
ofMississippi talk, “How Literature Can Help Us
Develop Empathy,” included in TED’s “How to Be a
Better Human” series. Here is how it begins:
“Greetings from an evangelist for a declining field:
literature!
“English majors, like all humanities majors, are on
the wane. In the US alone, one-third of the degrees
from liberal arts colleges were awarded in the
humanities before 2011; now just one-quarter are.
At research universities, humanities degrees have
dropped from 17% to 11%.
“So, in some ways, it makes sense that the study of
literature is less popular. But guess what else is on
the outs? Empathy. A study which analyzed 15,000
college students found that they’re scoring 40%
lower in empathy than those in the past.
“What’s the connection? I’ve spent the past two
decades in the classroom teaching literature, and
what I deeply believe—and what the emerging field
of literary neuroscience is beginning to prove—is
that literature makes us more empathetic.”
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Carolyn Freiwald, associate professor of
anthropology, discussed how a tooth can reveal
information about humans from thousands of years
ago for TEDxUniversityofMississippi 2020. Then,
her presentation was selected to be broadcast to the
world through the broader TED platform.
In her talk, “The Story of Human Migration:
Your Life in a Tooth,” Friewald discussed how
archaeologists use new technologies to discover how
common migration was around the world.
“It wasn’t just the Vikings, the Romans, or European
explorers, either,” Freiwald said. “My grandparents
came to this county, and migrants today include
many of our neighbors, coworkers, and friends.”
Freiwald expected her talk to resonate with the
global audience provided by the TED platform.
“The UM TEDx talks in 2020 told stories about
migration and immigrants and how views on age, race,
poverty, and health affect people,” she said.
“What matters to people in Mississippi is no different
than what people care about around the world. Every
family has a migration story, whether it’s from the
next town, another state, or a distant country, and that
resonates with people no matter where they live.”

TO VIEW THE PRESENTATIONS AND MORE, VISIT VFV ONLINE.
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Beth Ann Fennelly
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UM-Grown
Bacteria Conquer
the Final Frontier
Last fall bacteria grown in a UM biology laboratory were zipping around the
Earth about every 90 minutes, racing roughly 250 miles above the planet aboard
the International Space Station. The microbes are part of biologist Patrick Curtis’
research that aims to better understand how bacteria respond in weak gravity,
which could lead to better bacterial control mechanisms in space and improve
future spaceflights.
The bacteria were included in a payload launched October 2 aboard a Northrop
Grumman Cygnus resupply spacecraft from NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility
in Virginia. The nearly 8,000 pounds of scientific investigations, technology
demonstrations, crew supplies, vehicle hardware, and Curtis’ bacteria docked
with the International Space Station October 5 as the orbital laboratory zoomed
far above the South Pacific Ocean at more than 17,000 mph.
“I’ve always been interested in space, but I never imagined my research would
lead me here,” said Curtis, an associate professor of biology whose bacteria
research is funded through an International Space Station Flight Opportunity
Award from NASA. “When one thinks of space biology, bacteria don’t really
come to mind, but the more I looked into the matter, the more interesting it
became. I hope this will continue to be an area of research for my laboratory.”

Patrick Curtis shows bacterial cultures
in his lab. A rocket launched October 2,
2020 from NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility
in Virginia. The resupply mission to the
International Space Station brought
bacteria grown at UM that is part of Dr.
Curtis’ research. Photo courtesy NASA/
Patrick Black

“There are many challenges to long-term human space travel, and effectively
managing bacteria in that environment could mean the difference between the
mission’s success or failure,” said Josh Gladden, vice chancellor for research and
sponsored programs. “Dr. Curtis’ work sheds light on that important question.”
The bacteria spent a couple of months aboard the ISS before a return flight to
Earth in January.
“We’ve been prepping the samples to extract genomic DNA from the bacteria and
perform sequencing on it, and we’re beginning that phase of the project,” said
Curtis. “A ton of work leads up to the launch and splashdown, but now the real
data collection part of the project begins.
“This research is designed to get at what genes are important to these bacteria. It
won’t reveal why they are important or how they are important. Those would be
the next steps. The long-term goal is to better control microbial growth in space.”

J

odi Skipper, associate professor of anthropology and Southern Studies; Carrie
Smith, assistant professor of psychology; and James Thomas, associate professor of
sociology—each received a $1,000 grant to support their professional development
and research efforts as the inaugural UM Diversity Innovator Awardees.

In the award’s second year George Dor, professor of music and director of the Ole
Miss African Drum and Dance Ensemble, was honored as a 2021 Diversity Innovator.

“The recipients make exemplary contributions to the university,” said Shawnboda Mead,
interim vice chancellor for diversity and community engagement. “Each promotes
diversity, equity, and inclusion in their scholarship and service.”

Skipper and her students develop program
content and guide tours for Behind the Big
House, a slavery interpretation program
based in Holly Springs. She also
works with Gracing the
Table, a group facilitating
conversations about
healing the impacts of
slavery in the present.
Smith is committed
to representation
of diversity in her
department and
classroom, research
Jo
di S
kipper
examining men and women
in the STEM workforce,
and the UM Faculty Senate.
As chair of the psychology
department’s diversity
committee, Smith and
her team revamped the
recruiting and selection
process of new faculty and
graduate students.

Thomas has
spent the last
three years
researching
how a
university
defines and
organizes around
diversity. His work
Ja
me
is featured in peers Thomas
reviewed journals and his
most recent book, Diversity Regimes.
Dor brings diverse groups together
through celebration—commemorating 50
years of integration at UM by composing
a song thanking James Meredith and
staging an annual Black History
Month concert. Acquiring drums
and recruiting students from
his home country of Ghana,
he offers UM students
many musical
perspectives.
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WATCH THE OFFICIAL VIDEO OF
THE 2021 BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CONCERT, VISIT VFV ONLINE.
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Diversity
Innovators
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Student Services
Center Renamed
to Honor Donald Cole
The university has renamed a building in honor of Donald R. Cole, a former student
activist who returned as a caring mentor, professor, and administrator for decades.

|

The Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning
board voted unanimously to rename the
Martindale Student Services Center as the
Martindale-Cole Student Services Center. The
change was requested by Larry Martindale, a
former UM basketball player and longtime
university supporter.

His longstanding contributions to student
success make Cole a clear and worthy
namesake of a building dedicated to that
mission Chancellor Glenn Boyce said. “Dr.
Cole’s legacy can be seen, heard, and felt
across this institution each and every day, so
it’s fitting that his name adorn the building
so many students go to for support on our
campus. He embodies the care and embrace
that many of our university family strive for
in order to truly help each student reach their
full potential during their time at Ole Miss.
“We’re pleased that for generations students
will have Dr. Cole at their side.”
The university’s resolution reads, “Believing
that education is the ‘great equalizer’ and the
central feature in the prevailing endurance
of mankind, Dr. Cole is a stern advocate for
education, particularly for minority students.
He devotes his time and energy to projects and
causes that promote the schooling, teaching,
training, and guidance opportunities of our
children—particularly toward advanced
degrees. Dr. Cole dedicated his life to
portraying UM as a 21st-century institution,
and he is a stern advocate for the institution.”

The MartindaleCole Student
Services Center.
Donald Cole
discusses the
university’s
progress in
civil rights with
students and
visitors at the
campus Civil
Rights Monument.

Cole thanks the Martindales and everyone
who made it possible.

Cole retired in January 2019 after a storied
career as assistant provost and associate
professor of mathematics known for being
a tenacious advocate for diversity and
working tirelessly to encourage students of all
backgrounds to find and pursue their passions
at the university.
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FOR MORE, VISIT VFV ONLINE.

“Why me?” Cole said. “I’m speechless. Now I
know what it means to have love returned.
You didn’t have to, but you did. Although my
thoughts about the matter will evolve over
time, much of it will remain constant: I’m
humbled, I’m appreciative, I can’t believe it.
Hallelujah! I’m grateful.”

In the past several years, he’s been looking at a specific aspect of an issue
that has been in national news, the effect on community policing of highly
publicized police-related deaths in US cities with large Black populations.
“I heard all the stories and hypothesis about the shooting of Michael Brown by a
police officer in Ferguson, Missouri, back in 2014, and that was the entry point
for me. I wanted to see the effect of that incident and its aftermath on policing.”
In a study still in progress, Cheng analyzed police-related deaths in St. Louis
and used that model to branch out to study other US cities.
“I started in St. Louis,” he said. “In our single-city and multi-city analyses …
we found estimates that provide consistent and strong evidence that police
officers responded by withdrawing from discretionary policing.”
This finding was actually antithetical to the mistaken idea that policing was
stepped up in Black communities after incidents like Ferguson.
Cheng, who teaches a course on law and economics at UM, came to the
university in 2014 after receiving his PhD from Texas A&M.
There, he was part of a research group that examined controversial “stand your
ground” laws and whether they were effective. At the center of that debate was
the case of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed Black teenager fatally shot in February
2012 in Sanford, Florida, by neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman.
Cheng’s research group found that those laws have increased the number of
murder and manslaughter cases—rather than served as a deterrent to crime.
The study, which looked at 23 states that have passed stand-your-ground
laws, concurred with critics who say such self-defense statutes encourage
vigilantism and escalate violence.
That research made nationwide news and has been cited in many publications,
including the Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, and Forbes magazine.
At UM, Chen brings his expertise to students from first-semester freshmen
through graduate PhD students.
In 2020-2121 he was on a leave from campus, working at Amazon. He was
recruited by them to do data analysis about consumer behavior, applying
some of the economic models he has created to Amazon’s consumers.
“Essentially, my research methods can bring light to many aspects of how
the public responds to different sets of external policies and circumstances,”
he said.
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Charles Hussey

After 42 years of service, Charles
Hussey, associate dean for research
and graduate education in liberal
arts and distinguished professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, retired
this year.
“No emails with urgent business to
attend, no Zoom staff meeting with
the dean, no forms to approve for
faculty in liberal arts,” he said. “It will
be hard to adjust to a more peaceful
life and to know you can sleep late
without regret … but not too hard.”
Hussey first came to UM in 1968 as
an undergraduate chemistry student
and stayed for his PhD in 1974. He
served on active duty in the US Air
Force at the Frank J. Seiler Research
Laboratory at the USAF Academy,
where he was also an instructor
of chemistry. He received the Air
Force Commendation Medal for
his research on the development of
molten salt-based thermal batteries.
He returned in 1978 to UM where he
taught courses in analytical chemistry
and electrochemistry and served as
department chair from 1997 until
2017. His service to the university
concluded as the first associate dean
for research and graduate education
in the College of Liberal Arts, greatly
expanding the funding and support
for graduate students across the
College.
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Cheng Cheng

Interested in understanding how people respond
to changes in policies, he approaches social issues
with empirical methods, using economic tools
to quantify his findings and answer the question:
How does a particular public policy affect
people’s behavior?

sH

An associate professor in the Department of
Economics, Cheng Cheng focuses much of his
research on the economics of crime.
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Professor Cheng Cheng Studies
Crime Using Economic Analysis

Jan Murray

|
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An exhibition of collage prints by Jan Murray, associate
dean of liberal arts emerita and professor of art emerita,
celebrated her career as she retired in 2020.

“Lost and Found explores several themes, including
looking and seeing and how we can learn life lessons—
especially gratefulness and patience—by observing
nature over time,” Murray said.
Professor Murray attended Yale College, receiving her
BA in 1975. After graduation she worked as an arts
specialist for The Teacher Center, Inc., a nonprofit
organization for primary and secondary schools. In
1982 she received her MFA in graphic design from the
Yale School of Art. She was designer and art director
of My Weekly Reader children’s publication before
returning to Yale as dean of Davenport College and
director of undergraduate studies for the art major. In
1997, Murray was named chair of the UM Department
of Art & Art History and served until 2002, when she
became associate dean of the College of Liberal Arts.
Her special assignments included issues surrounding
diversity, especially with regard to the faculty and
interdisciplinary initiatives.

//

TO READ ABOUT THE EXHIBITION, VISIT VFV ONLINE.
An artist talk by
Jan Murray
accompanied her
Meek Hall Gallery
130 exhibition and
reception.

Overlooking
Subtraction

When it comes to improving
objects, ideas, or situations,
people tend to add to
their workload rather
than subtract.
This is the subject of a
study in Nature from
a group of psychology
researchers that includes
Andrew Hales, an assistant
professor of psychology.
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People’s disposition “to overlook subtraction may
be implicated in a variety of costly modern trends,
including overburdened minds and schedules,
increasing red tape in institutions, and humanity’s
encroachment on the safe operating conditions for life
on Earth,” the researchers wrote.
One of Hales’ favorite examples is a travel itinerary. “Of
course, adding more sites could be good, but it also comes
with extra stress and logistical burden. It is often the case
that a trip can be improved by removing some stops,
simplifying, and getting more out of the places you visit.”
The study found that people were more likely to
subtract under conditions that allow them to consider
all possible options: when they have a chance to
generate more possible solutions, when they are
reminded that subtraction is an option, and when they
are free from distraction so they can focus completely
on the task at hand.
“It’s not that subtraction is always better, but it does
seem to be a problem that people systematically
overlook subtraction as an option,” said Hales.
In a world where reminders such as “less is more” and
“remove barriers” are constant prompts, the study was
inspired by the apparent need for subtractive counseling.
People who are searching for transformations will
otherwise overlook or undervalue subtraction as an
improvement, thus missing opportunities to make their
lives more fulfilling, their institutions more effective,
and their planet more livable.
Hales, who earned his PhD from Purdue University, is
a social psychologist who is fascinated by all aspects
of social life and decision-making, particularly the
causes and consequences of social ostracism and social
influence.

Patrick Alexander

Willie Morris Awards

He is cofounder and codirector of the Prison-to-College
Pipeline Program, which provides college classes to
incarcerated people. Celebrated as an advocate for social
justice nationwide, Alexander brings that perspective
to the study of literature and is committed to teaching
imprisoned men.
“I deeply enjoy teaching, and I appreciate the value of
scholarly research,” said Alexander, who is the author of
many articles in leading academic journals and the book
From Slave Ship to Supermax: Mass Incarceration, Prisoner Abuse,
and the New Neo-Slave Novel (Temple University Press).
His students praise his dedication to them.
“Dr. Alexander has tremendously impacted my life as a
student,” stated one student nomination. “Thanks to his
teaching and mentoring, I have learned the importance
of empathy and caring in education, as well as how to
challenge conventional wisdom.”
Another wrote, “He makes class and content both
challenging and rewarding. As a student, I could tell he
took special care to curate a purposeful and intentional
experience for us.”
A specialist in African American literature, 19th-century
American literature, and critical prison studies, Alexander
joined the UM faculty in 2012 after earning his doctorate
from Duke University.
“Part of why I chose to be in this region is to be close to
issues that matter most to me,” he said.

With their $3 million gift to the Department of
Writing and Rhetoric, Reba White Williams and
Dave Williams established an endowment to
oversee administration of the awards.
Winning the Willie Morris Award for Southern
Fiction is De’Shawn Charles Winslow for “In West
Mills.” The Willie Morris Award for Southern
Poetry goes to Christian Garduno
for “Southern Horses.”
Winslow, as the fiction
winner, received
$10,000. Born and
raised in Elizabeth
City, North Carolina,
he earned an MFA
in creative writing
from the University of
Iowa and a bachelor’s
degree in creative writing
and a master’s in
English literature
from Brooklyn
College. He lives in
New York.

s Winslow

“Teaching touches the mind and is transformative work,”
said Alexander, who also received the 2020 Public
Humanities Award for Educators from the Mississippi
Humanities Council. “What students learn in the
classroom will affect what they do with their lives.”
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Patrick Alexander, associate professor of English and
African American Studies, received the campus-wide
2021 Elsie M. Hood Outstanding Teacher Award, the
highest teaching award at UM.

A colorful, renowned, and respected editor and
author from Yazoo City, Morris was a writer-inresidence and instructor at UM from 1980 to
1991. The youngest-ever editor to lead Harper’s
Magazine, he also found great success as a writer,
especially with his nonfiction works such as North
Toward Home, My Dog Skip, and The Courting of
Marcus Dupree.
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Outstanding Teacher
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A debut fiction writer and
a poet are the winners of
this year’s Willie Morris
Awards, which recently
moved to the university.
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For winning the
poetry award,
Garduno received
no
$2,500. His work can
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Chris
be read in 50+ literary
magazines. A finalist in the 202021 Tennessee Williams and New Orleans Writing
Contest, he lives and writes along the South
Texas coast.

|
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Ayla Gafni

Analytic Number Theory

Difficult math problems don’t get solved all at once.
For some, mathematicians make incremental
progress by studying related objects.

Ayla Gafni, assistant professor of mathematics,
received a Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty
Enhancement Award from the Oak Ridge
Associated Universities—the second in
four years for the UM Department of
Mathematics—for her project that is one cog in
the big machine of analytic number theory.
“This award is especially significant because
the competition is across all STEM fields,”
Gafni said. “It’s encouraging to know that the
abstract problems I think about are of interest
beyond my research group and even beyond
mathematics.”
Analytic number theory focuses on integers
and combinatorics, the study of counting
arrangements of objects. Her research
project—Correlated Divisor Sums and
Moments of the Riemann Zeta Function—
uses a divisor function to count how many

ways a number can be split up into a product
of integers.
“We need a deeper understanding of the
behavior of the divisor functions so that we can
estimate certain integrals, called moments,” said
Gafni, who has published in some of the best
mathematical journals in the world. “This will
lead to a better understanding of the Riemann
zeta function, which in turn would lead to a
better understanding of the primes.”
She connects her research and mathematics
in general with the development of critical
thinking skill of students.
“Sometimes students miss the importance of
mathematics because they are looking for a
real-world application. By showing them how a
mathematician would approach a subject, I try
to convince them that real-world applications
aren’t the goal. The goal is to start with a
simple idea and see how much you can learn
just by asking the right questions and taking
the logic as far as it will go.”

Libby Hearn

A Celebration
of Women
in Music
Two collaborations by
women composers
were commissioned
by female professors
in the Department of
Music faculty, raising
the profile of an
underrepresented
group in the world of
music composition.

L

ibby Hearn, assistant professor of choral music education, is
part of a commissioning collective working with composer
Andrea Ramsey to create a multimovement choral work for
female voices—”Suffrage Canta”—celebrating the anniversary
of women’s suffrage in America. The cantata, written for the
female voice, includes a spoken-word historical narration, celebrating
important moments and figures in the fight for women’s suffrage.

“This is a compelling tribute to many of the women who were a part
of the suffrage movement. I was thrilled to see that Holly Springs
native Ida B. Wells was featured in the third movement entitled ‘A
Woman’s Place,’” said Hearn.
In the world of instrumental music, assistant professor Adrienne
Park commissioned “Lilly of the Valley,” a piano prelude written by
composer Stephanie Ann Boyd. The piece is part of “Flower Catalog”
a larger collection of preludes based on flowers that Boyd wrote for
women pianists from around the country.
“I loved the experience of being able to work directly with the
composer about performance choices,” Park said. “It’s wonderful to be
able to ask questions and test ideas.”
Nancy Maria Balach, chair of music, is dedicated to researching,
commissioning, and performing new repertoire.
“I believe universities and faculty members have a responsibility
to introduce new music that widens the standard musical canon,
especially in classical music,” Balach said. “Through these special
projects, our faculty build relationships with musicians at other
institutions, and our students share benefit.”
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Adrienne Park

FACULTY // AWA R DS

left to right

Jason
Solinger,
Neil
Manson,
and Mervin
Matthew

A

CLA TEACHING AWARDS
Howell Family
Outstanding
Teacher of the Year:
Jason Solinger
 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
OF ENGLISH

Cora Lee Graham
Award for
Outstanding
Teaching of
Freshmen:
Neil Manson
 PROFESSOR OF
PHILOSOPHY

Outstanding
Instructor
of the Year:
Mervin Matthew

 INSTRUCTIONAL
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
OF PSYCHOLOGY

CLA
RESEARCH
AWARDS
Dr. Mike L.
Edmonds New
Scholar Research
Award:
Jacqueline
DiBiasie-Sammons
 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF CLASSICS

Laura Dixon

 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF PSYCHOLOGY

Thái Hoàng Lê

 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF MATHEMATICS

Sarah Hennigan

 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF FILM PRODUCTION

left to right,
top to bottom

Jacqueline
DiBiasieSammons,
Laura
Dixon, Thái
Hoàng Lê,
and Sarah
Hennigan

FACULTY // AWA R DS

CLA RESEARCH
AWARDS

TEACHING
AWARDS
Brian Foster
 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
SOCIOLOGY AND SOUTHERN
STUDIES

Mississippi Humanities Council
UM Humanities Teacher of the Year

Alan Gross
 PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

UM Distinguished Professor

Jay Watson

CLA Award for Research,
Scholarship, and Creative
Achievement:
Aimee
Nezhukumatathil
 PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH AND
CREATIVE WRITING

 HOWRY PROFESSOR OF
FAULKNER STUDIES AND
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

UM Distinguished Professor

SERVICE
AWARDS
Jacqueline Certion
 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE
FOUNDATIONS OF ACADEMIC
SUCCESS TRACK PROGRAM

Frist Student Service Award

JoAnn Edwards
 SPEECH INSTRUCTOR AND
DIRECTOR OF FORENSICS

Frist Student Service Award

Willa Johnson
 PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY

Lift Every Voice Award

Sanford and Susan
Thomas Senior Professor
Research Award in the
Social Sciences:
Stephanie Miller

 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
PSYCHOLOGY AND DIRECTOR OF
THE EXPERIMENTAL GRADUATE
PROGRAM

Douglass Sullivan-González
 PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND
DEAN OF THE SALLY MCDONNELL
BARKSDALE HONORS COLLEGE

Lift Every Voice Award

Stephanie Miller
 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
PSYCHOLOGY AND DIRECTOR
OF EXPERIMENTAL TRAINING

Growing Healthy Minds, Bodies,
and Communities Program
UM Excellence in Community
Engagement Award

A
clockwise from
upper right

JoAnn Edwards,
Willa Johnson,
Douglass SullivanGonzález,
Stephanie Miller,
Jacqueline Certion,
Jay Watson, Alan Gross,
and Brian Foster.

FACULTY // AWA R DS

clockwise from upper right

Jaye Sarah Davidson,
Adam Estes, W. Ralph Eubanks,
Garrett Felber, Brian Foster,
Tyler Gillespie, Joseph
Wellman, Greg
Tschumper, Diane
Marting, Owen
Hyman, and John
Green.

A

RESEARCH & CREATIVE AWARDS
Jaye Sarah Davidson

John Green

 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF FILM
PRODUCTION

 PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY,
SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
AT UM CENTER FOR POPULATION
STUDIES

Isom Fellow
Sarah Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies

Adam Estes
 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF
MUSIC

Regional Director of the North
American Saxophone Alliance

W. Ralph Eubanks

National Excellence in Multistate
Research Award
Association of Public and LandGrant Universities and the US
Department of Agriculture
President-Elect of the Rural
Sociological Society

Owen Hyman

 VISITING PROFESSOR AND
WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE

 INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDIES

Carl and Lily Pforzheimer Foundation
Fellow
Harvard Radcliffe Institute

Isom Fellow
Sarah Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies

Garrett Felber

Diane Marting

 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
HISTORY

Organization of American Historians’
Merle Curti Intellectual History Award
for the Best Book in American
Intellectual History

Brian Foster
 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
SOCIOLOGY AND SOUTHERN
STUDIES

We Travel
Best Short Documentary at the Berlin
Independent Film Festival

Tyler Gillespie
 INSTRUCTOR OF WRITING AND
RHETORIC

Isom Fellow
Sarah Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies

 PROFESSOR OF SPANISH

Isom Fellow
Sarah Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies

Greg Tschumper
 CHAIR AND PROFESSOR OF
CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY

UM Distinguished Research and
Creative Achievement Award &
Fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science &
SEC Faculty Achievement Award

Joseph Wellman
 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Isom Fellow
Sarah Isom Center for Women and
Gender Studies

Glitterary Festival

Sophomore and Her Steeds
Isabel Spafford
(right) and
Neema Loy,
instructor of
Swahili

Studying in East Africa
Isabel Spafford, an international
studies major studying Swahili,
received a School for International
Training scholarship to Tanzania.
“I studied Swahili, wildlife, and
coastal ecology. I studied in the
Arusha and Zanzibar regions for
about a month each, and then I
conducted an independent study
project. On the program, we stayed
in the Serengeti and snorkeled on the
Zanzibari coast. I enjoyed seeing and
learning about beautiful Tanzania
and improving my Swahili.”
After returning, Spafford received
a superior rating, the highest score
on the ACTFL national language
proficiency exam.

Suzanne Crull has loved riding since she was
seven. As a young adult, the biochemistry major
and her horses are prize-winning regulars in
regional and national Arabian Horse Association
competitions.
“I find riding and showing my horse to be the
most enjoyable part of competing,” said Crull,
who owns three purebred Arabians. “Getting
a ribbon is fun, but showing my horse
is what makes
competing worth
it to me, even if
I don’t win.”
In the 2020
Region Nine
competition,
Crull won
Reserve
Champion in
Arabian Show
Hack, among
several
categories
in which she
placed in the
Top Five.

Suzanne
Crull

American Idol
Thanks to Katy Perry,
Lionel Richie, and Luke
Bryan, UM alumnus Conner Ball (BA biological
sciences 18) won a golden ticket to Hollywood
on American Idol. All three celebrity judges
ruled that singer-songwriter Ball, a secondyear University of Mississippi medical student,
received the coveted passport to ABC TV’s
popular talent showcase.
“Even though I was eliminated, it was a fun
experience and I plan to keep pursuing music
and studying medicine,” said Ball.

//
Medical
student Conner Ball
holds his Golden
Ticket to Hollywood.

TO READ THE FULL STORY,
VISIT ONLINE VFV.
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Event organizers were
awarded a grant from the
Mississippi Humanities
Council for the queer
literary festival in April.
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Black Girl Magic in Mississippi
A year after graduating with an honors
thesis analyzing the Cuban
Hip-Hop Movement as a change agent
within the Afro-Cuban community,
Margaree Jackson (BA political science
and Spanish 19) returned to pursue a
master’s degree in modern languages.

Big Sky Country
Alumnus Wills Hay (BS public policy leadership
20) had just returned from a six-month job at a
ranch—on which the TV sensation Yellowstone
was loosely based—when he was a special guest
for the PPL 211 class taught by Henry Barbour
and Chip Pickering. Hay shared his photos,
experiences, and plans to go to Moldova as a
Fulbright Scholar.
“With the Fulbright scholarship I will
teach English in Moldova. COVID-19
delayed my initial start date, which gave
me six months of free time. With the
help of Henry Barbour I took advantage
of my time and worked out West. On
the Galt Ranch in White Sulphur Springs,
Montana, I gained countless practical
skills while learning about myself. After
working 12 hours a day usually seven
days a week, I understand the meaning of
manual labor. The long, demanding days were
often the most rewarding. We always finished
the task at hand no matter the time or weather.
This way of life taught me never to quit until the
job is done.
“I encourage students and recent graduates to
step outside their comfort zone. Do not be afraid
to try something new. Even if a job does not
relate to your career goals it can be immensely
helpful to your growth.”

Political Philosophy
The Department
of Philosophy and
Religion is
increasing
viewpoint
diversity by
offering a new
course, Conservative
Political Philosophy, with
help from an award from
the Jack Miller Center
for Teaching America’s
Founding Principles
and History.

As a Ladner Fellow and research analyst for
The Lighthouse | Black Girl
Projects—a nonprofit focused
on leadership development
of Black girls in
Mississippi, she offers
data-driven resources
to influence Black and
Latinx girls in schools to
be changemakers in their
Ja
ree
Marga
communities.
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Wills Hay

Covering Chemistry
The Journal of Physical Chemistry
publishes two cover articles in each
issue. The October 22, 2020 issue is
no different. However, this time, both
covers of the issue feature work from
UM’s Department of Chemistry &
Biochemistry.
Greg Tschumper, chair and professor
of chemistry and biochemistry, and
his former undergraduate student have the
front cover, while Ryan C. Fortenberry, assistant
professor of physical chemistry, along with
collaborators have the supplemental cover.

Marking the Flow of Time
Maureen Meyers, associate professor of
anthropology and president of the Southeastern
Archaeological Conference, nominated James
Ford, one of the SEAC’s earliest presidents, for
a historical marker in his hometown of Water
Valley, Mississippi. Unveiled on March 20, the
marker in Railroad Park on Main Street
reads:
“Born in Water Valley, James Ford
(1911–1968) was a pioneer
in archaeology. Conducting
extensive surveys across
the Southeast, including the
Mississippi Delta, he created
a technique for dating sites
using ceramic seriation. He
also worked in Colombia
and Peru. Ford’s field and
lab methods modernized
American archaeology.”
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Olympian
US Senator Roger Wicker has appointed
alumna Brittney Reese (BA English 11) to the
Commission on the State of US Olympics and
Paralympics. Reese, one of the greatest long
jumpers in history, is a four-time Olympian
with one gold and two silver medals, World
Champion, US record holder, and coach.

Reese Tweeted: “Excited about this huge
opportunity to help improve the Olympics and
Paralympics for each athlete!!!”

s
ow
Tra
cy Case Kosl

ki

“Brittney Reese’s dedication has led her to
the pinnacle of her sport,” said Wicker. “I
am grateful for her willingness to serve on
the Commission. She will bring a breadth of
experience and promote opportunity, inclusion,
and safety of current and future athletes.”

Prestigious Project
Tracy Case Koslowski, associate director of UM’s
Intensive English Program, has been selected
by the US Department of State for a six-week
English language specialist virtual project
focusing on integrating critical thinking into the
English-as-a-foreign-language classroom in
China. She plans to work with a team to design
webinars to help English educators in the
vicinity of Chengdu, China, incorporate critical
thinking skill instruction into their courses.

Exceptional Athlete

Through a Lens
Graduate student Elliot Grime’s fieldwork led
to his thesis “Southern Traditions: Exploring a
Modern Mississippi” and a photography book
accompanying the required written element
for the documentary thesis track in Southern
Studies.
“I am intrigued with the way history is
remembered in the cultural landscape of
Mississippi. This led me to produce a body of
work focused on the prolific idealization of
history throughout the state, focusing on how
it is represented, reflected, and influences
Mississippi society in the modern day.”

Golfer Macy Somoskey (BS mathematics 21)
was a finalist for the 2021 Arthur Ashe Jr.
Female Sports Scholar of the Year, an award
recognizing student athletes of color
excelling in the classroom and
active in the community and
on campus. She received a
certificate and was profiled
in the sports scholars’ issue
of Diverse: Issues in Higher
Education, a national news
magazine.

Macy
Somoskey
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The Jim and Thomas Duff Center for
Science and Technology Innovation
and a state-of-the-art laboratory.

Supporting STEM
The Kelly Gene Cook Charitable Foundation, a longtime supporter of UM, has
pledged $250,000 for construction of a state-of-the-art facility dedicated to the
study of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

T

he Cook Foundation’s new
commitment to STEM education
provides laboratory facilities
for students and faculty to
engage in hands-on, experiential
learning in math and science. As the gift helps
cover expenses associated with building the
202,000-square-foot facility, one laboratory will
be named for Kelly Gene Cook, Sr.

The Jim and Thomas Duff Center for Science
and Technology Innovation, named for
its principal donors, will be located in the
Science District between the Grove and
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. With a $160
million project budget, it is the largest single
construction project in Oxford campus history.
The Center’s classrooms are designed to
facilitate active learning along with biology,
chemistry, physics, engineering, and computer
science labs.

//

Building highlights include technologyenabled active learning, or TEAL, labs and
a visualization lab, similar to a small IMAX
theater for 3D visualization. Common areas
will give students space to study, and a STEM
tutoring center will provide additional support.
Upon completion of the capital project, annual
distributions from the Cook endowment will
support instrumentation, fixtures, technology,
maintenance, and programming.
“This gift bolsters STEM literacy, advances
active learning, and promotes curiosity and
knowledge among STEM fields,” said Deborah
Rochelle, Cook Foundation board president.
“We hope the funds will help meet the critical
need to increase STEM graduates, contribute
to world-changing scientific discoveries, and
transform teaching and learning in STEM.”

MAKE A GIFT: CHARLOTTE PARKS, CPPARKS@OLEMISS.EDU, 662.915.3120

Investing in Students

The Kate and John Green Scholarship Endowment
supports students majoring in public policy leadership
through UM’s Trent Lott Leadership Institute.

“We decided now was the time to assist the Lott Institute.
We have watched the program mature, expand, and offer
opportunity to many future leaders,” said John Green,
who serves on the Lott Institute board.
Named in honor of distinguished alumnus and former
US Senator Trent Lott, the institute’s programs focus on
enriching students’ lives and abilities through education
and leadership development—preparing them for
government positions at the local, state, and national levels.
The Greens also support the Lott Institute by organizing
an educational experience in Washington, DC, for
rising high school seniors and by formalizing an intern
program for two Lott students each semester.
“Selfishly our business in Washington sees tangible
benefits from Lott as well. We have employed
several Lott graduates and intend to do so in the
future,” said Green, who is CEO and cofounder of
Crossroads Strategies LLC, a multidisciplinary federal
government-relations firm, representing corporations
and associations with matters before the legislative and
executive branches of the US government.
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Pictured in 2019,
Melissa Bass (right),
associate professor
of public policy
leadership, instructs
Lott Institute
students (from left)
Katherine Sistrunk,
Tristin Young,
Kynnedi TaylorHenry, and Yasmine
Brown. Members of
the Green family are
(from left) Mary Bea,
John, Kate, Jack,
and Henry.

science, English, and business. In 1993, he began his
career working in the US Senate, managing policy and
administrative matters for then Assistant Majority Leader
Trent Lott—the eventual Senate Majority Leader.
There, Green reconnected with his future wife. Kate
Green, a native of Tunica, moved to Washington in 1997
to work for Senator Lott as an executive assistant. She
later moved with Lott’s team to the Capitol and worked
for Vice President Dick Cheney.
The Greens’ gift treasures their involvement with the
Lott Institute and is also a tribute to their friend and
former boss, Senator Lott.

“Knowing the quality of the education and practical
experience these students receive at Lott gives us
confidence we are hiring highly qualified men and women.”

“Our hope is this gift will allow young men and women,
who otherwise might not have the financial means, to
experience Ole Miss and the Lott Institute. I struggled
financially at Ole Miss, so if we can ease the burden on
others, we believe it’s the right thing to do.”

A native of Holly Springs, John Green earned a
bachelor’s degree in general studies, majoring in political

//

MAKE A GIFT: ROB JOLLY,
JOLLY@OLEMISS.EDU, 662.915.3085

“Our plan is to give back,” said Zapata of Niceville,
Florida. “The university means a lot to us, and we set up
something to give someone else a chance to get a great
education like we received.”
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The Zapata scholarship encourages
students from their corner of the Florida
Panhandle to attend UM. The endowment awards
scholarships to freshmen from Okaloosa and Walton
counties majoring in liberal arts degree programs.
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As Zapata eases into retirement after a successful career as
a dentist, he and his wife, Rhonda, plan to have the same
transformative impact on students as he experienced
from receiving a fully funded education.

Their planned gift of
$112,500 created the Dr.
Ralf P. Zapata and Rhonda
M. Zapata Scholarship
Endowment in the College of
Liberal Arts.

Rh

Scholarships awarded to Dr. Ralf Zapata allowed him to
earn a chemistry degree in 1983, enabling him to launch
his future without the financial burden of student loans.
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Providing Academic Opportunities
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“W

e learned of the great need for faculty support
and want to support the programs and any
academic needs the College of Liberal Arts
might have and can be distributed through
the discretion of the dean,” said Marion Smith,
an attorney at Truly, Smith & Latham PLLC in Natchez.

The endowment provides income for academic areas and
opportunities in the College.
Both Smiths have taught on a college level—Marion as an
associate law professor at UM and Carolyn as an instructor at LSU
and Copiah-Lincoln Community College.

“As teachers with liberal arts
backgrounds we thought our
contribution could make
an impact in the College,
especially with programming
and support for the
professors,” Carolyn said.
“As we see now, we live in
an ever-changing world
and professors need to
keep abreast of what is new
as well as have the means
to continue their own
education and keep learning.”
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Valuing Higher
Education

Renvy Pittman’s
belief in the power
of higher education
is evident in
her continued
generosity to
Grove Scholars.
The 1977 UM graduate’s recent
$100,000 gift is the latest in her
legacy of support, which totals
more than $900,000.

“Students need community to
be successful in college,” said
Pittman, a resident of Los Angeles.
“So, Grove Scholars identifies
these young people, brings them
in, and empowers them to unlock
their potential and encourage
Marion and Carolyn Smith

UM has been a special part of the Smiths’ lives since both were students.
While Carolyn attended graduate school at UM for several summers,
Marion (BA political science 54, JD 55) earned two degrees from UM.
“My higher education came from Ole Miss, and the College shaped
me, beginning as a freshman,” he said. “I learned how to appreciate
the humanities. I’ve admired the faculty for many years and very
much enjoyed my time at the university. We think the College is
exceptional, and we are honored to have our names attached to it.”

//

an

A lifetime of love for the humanities inspired
Carolyn and Marion Smith to strengthen academic
infrastructure and establish the Carolyn Vance Smith
and William Marion Smith Endowment for Academic
Excellence with a $250,000 gift.
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m
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Building
A Strong
Foundation

MAKE A GIFT: CAROLINE HOURIN,
CEHOURIN@OLEMISS.EDU, 662.915.3995

each other.”
Grove Scholars helps students
achieve academic success and job
placement—particularly Mississippi
residents seeking degrees in health
professions or subjects related to
science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics and who also
receive the Ole Miss Opportunity
Scholarship.

Because the OMO scholarship
does not cover summer tuition,
Grove Scholars provides students
with opportunities to take
summer classes throughout their
undergraduate career. The newest
initiative offers financial support
for Grove Scholars seeking a careerrelevant internship during the
summer term.
Students are introduced to college
life before their freshman year to
bond with one other and with
the program’s director, Gray Flora.
“Renvy enables a lot of students
to have what they need over and
above their scholarships. It’s one
thing to say, ‘Yes, you can come to
the university,’ but it’s another to
give them the tools and the equity
to thrive,” Flora said.
“You have to know how to navigate
this place. There are extracurricular
needs, and Renvy enables us to
provide those for the students.
That’s the difference between access
and true equity.”
It’s a passion for Pittman.
“I would like to look back after 10
years and see these kids, who are
not children anymore at all, using
their degrees in science, technology,
engineering, or math to make their
communities in Mississippi better
places,” she said.

//

MAKE A GIFT: ROB JOLLY,
JOLLY@OLEMISS.EDU,
662.915.3085

Susan and Joe Sentef

Generous Family
“The Ole Miss family responded with great enthusiasm to Giving Day 2021,
and we are grateful for the outpouring of support to enhance our academic
programs and the student experience,” Chancellor Glenn Boyce said. “We are
elated to receive a remarkable $1.5 million gift commitment from Susan and
Dr. Joe Sentef to strengthen our dynamic Department of Modern Languages.
“We are thankful for every single dollar given to propel our university
forward. The collective impact will be felt for years.”
The capstone contribution of $1.5 million from the Sentefs of Signal
Mountain, Tennessee, creates a faculty chair in their names in the
Department of Modern Languages. The department is home to the Arabic
and Chinese language flagship programs—two of only a few federally funded
critical language programs in the nation.
“My experience at Ole Miss was special,” said Joe Sentef, a 1978 alumnus.
“My professors played a large role in guiding me toward success. German
Professor Dr. Ron Bartlett was one of my favorites. He truly cared about his
students and urged us to work to our unseen potential. I think that’s the
role of a good professor: to set students on a path to success.
“With this gift, my wife, Susan, and I hope to attract or retain and reward
professors who share those values and truly dedicate themselves to their
students. Although the University of Mississippi School of Medicine trained
me to succeed in my medical career, I never would have been there without
the Department of Modern Languages.”
Besides the Sentefs’ gift, other notable contributions during Giving Day
included $112,500 from Rhonda and Dr. Ralf Zapata of Niceville, Florida, to
College of Liberal Arts students from the Florida Panhandle.
Challenge gifts included alumnus Jesse L. White Jr. of Chapel Hill, North
Carolina, who provided $15,000 to the Center for Inclusion and Cross
Cultural Engagement, when 15 others made gifts to the program.
The Pride of the South Band won a cash prize of $1,100 based on
participation during a timed challenge.
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With Pittman’s support in 2014, 12
OMO scholars were selected. Since
then, FASTrack Grove Scholars has
served 150+ students and consists
of classes in math and sciences for
academic credit as well as tutoring,
exposure to labs and lectures on
campus, and social events—all
occurring in the summer before
the students’ freshman year.

Don
Summers

Jacqueline
Certion

“As a member of large
international high-energy physics
collaborations, Dr. Summers contributed for many
years to the reputation of our university in the scientific
community,” said Luca Bombelli, chair and professor of
physics and astronomy.

As assistant director of the
Foundations for Academic Success
Track (FASTrack) Program, she provided students with
a network of support staff and resources, advised and
mentored thousands over the years—embodying a
culture of care helping students navigate barriers and
find their own path to success.

A professor of
physics and
astronomy, Don
Summers, 70, passed
away on March 3
with friends at
his side.

“Within the department he was loved for his generosity
and his sense of humor, and he will be missed.”

|
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Summers earned a PhD from the University of
California, Santa Barbara, before joining the University
of Mississippi in 1989.
He taught astronomy and made significant
contributions to the department’s astronomy program.
As a scientist, Summers participated in international
physics experiments with hundreds of scientific
publications.
Regarding his research interests, a few years ago
Summers described them as follows:
“I am interested in the investigation of the fundamental
nature of matter and have collaborated on high
energy physics experiments at Fermilab in Illinois
and at CERN in Switzerland. At CERN, I worked on
the UA1 experiment that discovered the W+, W-, and
Z0 intermediate vector bosons. The Nobel Prize was
awarded for the discovery of these very heavy particles,
which mediate all weak interactions.
“Work on Mississippi’s experiment at Fermilab has
involved the application of very high speed data
acquisition systems and massively parallel computing
systems to studying charm quarks. My experiment,
E791, at Fermilab has accumulated the world’s largest
sample of these heavy quarks. Future interests include
analyzing the charm quark as well as investigating
broken symmetries in nature through the study of large
numbers of beauty quarks at the SLAC b-factory in
California.”

A tireless advocate
for students and a
beacon of hope to
many, Jacqueline
Certion passed away
on December 19.
She was 48.

“Jackie was one of the brightest lights on our campus,”
said Ethel Scurlock, director of African American
Studies and an associate professor of English. “She was
a beacon of hope for generations of students helping
them matriculate and graduate.”
Director of UM’s Books and Bears program for the
children of Facilities Management employees and
advisor of the Educated, Successful, Talented, Evolving,
Empowered and Motivated (ESTEEM) Club, an
organization for minorities that works to boost women’s
confidence, Certion received the Harriet Tubman Award
from the Magnolia Bar Association for her work with
African American students and UM’s Black Student
Union Guiding Light Award for helping students excel
on campus and after earning their degrees.
“Jackie took one look at me as a freshman and told me
I was destined for greatness,” said alumna Kimbrely
Dandridge, an associate corporate counsel for Amazon.
“She said I was going to make history at Ole Miss and the
world. I laughed, but she saw something that I didn’t see
in myself. Having someone, who looked like me, tell me
there was no limit to the things I could do, made all the
difference. It changed my life.
“She was in the trenches with me during the lows, and
we celebrated the wins far beyond college. After I passed
the bar exam, I thanked Jackie for everything that she
did for me. She said, ‘Kim, the only thing I ask of you is
that you pass it on.’
“I plan to do just that.”

FACULTY // I N M E M O R I A M

Once in a Lifetime: Reflections of a
Mississippi First Lady
UNIVERSITY PRESS OF MISSISSIPPI
2015
A firsthand account from Elise Varner
Winter’s daily journal.
“Once in a Lifetime vividly reveals
numerous activities that involved the
Winters’ quest for a better Mississippi.
While doing so, the book also quietly
reveals Elise Winter’s intellect, kindness,
strength, generosity, faith, loyalty, and
admirable character.”
—Carolyn Vance Smith, founder of the
Natchez Literary & Cinema Celebration

Elise &
William Winter
A champion of education and racial reconciliation
initiatives whose public service career started
as a student at the university, William Winter
was known broadly as “Mississippi’s education
governor” and for nearly 75 years of public
service. He died December 18 at 97.

W

inter (BA history 43, LLB 49) was governor of
Mississippi from 1980 to 1984, during which
time he secured the passage of landmark
educational initiatives in 1982 bringing
kindergartens, compulsory school attendance,
and a number of other critical reform measures to the state.

As First Lady of Mississippi,
Elise Varner Winter (BA
history 48) played a principal
role in reforming the state’s
educational system, advocated
effectively for prisoners’
rehabilitation opportunities,
and showcased the state’s
cultural achievements. After
leaving government service,
she became a driving force for
affordable housing in metroJackson—as a founder, major
fundraiser, life member of the
board, and hands-on volunteer
for Habitat for Humanity. She
died July 17 at 95.

//

TO READ ABOUT HER
LIFE AND VIEW A
CONVERSATION WITH HER
AND GOVERNOR WINTER,
VISIT VFV ONLINE.

“As a distinguished statesman and alumnus, Governor Winter
was an outstanding leader whose advocacy shaped our state and
university in countless ways. His enduring legacy lives on in the
lasting impact of his accomplishments in advancing education,
racial reconciliation, equality, and numerous other areas,” said
Chancellor Glenn Boyce.
Winter was elected to the offices of state representative, state tax
collector, state treasurer, and lieutenant governor. He chaired the
Southern Regional Education Board, the Commission on the Future
of the South, the National Civic League, the Kettering Foundation,
the Foundation for the Mid-South, and the Mississippi Department
of Archives and History. In 1978, he was president of the Ole Miss
Alumni Association and was inducted into the Alumni Association
Hall of Fame, receiving the 2017 Alumni Service Award.
Winter was a member of US President Bill Clinton’s National
Advisory Board on Race in 1997, which led to the founding of the
William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation at UM in 1999.
“With the passing of Governor Winter, Mississippi lost one of its
greatest champions of equality, reconciliation, and progress; and I
have lost a friend, an inspiration, and one of the finest people I’ve
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The Winters and their daughters
Eleanor, Anne, and Lele (right)
pictured in front of their house for
the 1967 gubernatorial campaign.

said, “Governor Winter gives testimony to
President Kennedy’s belief that politics can
truly be a noble profession.

known,” Clinton said. “Will had the gift
to see his state as it was, to envision what
it could be, and to take the difficult but
necessary steps to get there.

“His lifetime of public service, both to his
country and his beloved state, has been
distinguished by its devotion to equality
and justice. His lifelong dedication to
ensuring equal opportunities in our
nation’s educational system embodies what
it means to be a profile in courage.”

“His bold efforts to reform education, fight
poverty, and bring people together across
racial lines showed the promise of a new
Mississippi.”
Winter received the Mississippi Bar
Lifetime Achievement Award in 1998 and
the National Civil Rights Museum 25th
annual Freedom Award in 2016.
The historian David Halberstam called Winter
“Mississippi’s best and strongest governor of modern times.
Winter, more than any other politician, is the architect of
the new Mississippi and the new America.”
At the announcement in 2008 of his Profile in
Courage Award by the John F. Kennedy Library
Foundation, Caroline Kennedy, foundation president,

Born in Grenada, Winter was an infantry
officer in the Pacific in World War II. After
the US Army, he was elected to the state
legislature in 1947 while in law school.
“He was a big proponent of research at Ole Miss being a
major driver of recruiting industry to Mississippi,” said
Andy Mullins, a member of Governor Winter’s staff. “He
loved Ole Miss from the time he was a student until the
day he died. His death is a big loss for the university and
the entire state.”
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PATRON

ADVOCATE

Susan P. and David C. Shaw
Margaret A. and John C. Sims
Southern Poverty Law Center
Lisa and Spike Tickle
Mary E. and Jefferson B. Stancill
Stefany’s Vocal and
Performance Training
Studios, LLC
Susan Stone
Jerry D. Strickland II
Anne O. Terenzio
The Pinckelope Foundation
The Terenzio Family
Giving Fund
Laura H. and
Samuel R. Thomas
Lisa R. and John D. Tickle II
Steve Tilley
Carol and James Titley
Katelyn A. and
Joshua L. Triplette
Sissy and J
ulian P. Van Winkle III
Dan S. Wilford
LeaAnne and Al L. Williams
Jacob H. Williamson
Joan H. and David E. Willson
Marie L. Antoon and
Charles R. Wilson
Ellen B. Meacham and
John W. Winkle
Maggie L. Winters
Karlynne and Michael E. Wood

Anson Mills
Marsha D. and
Haley R. Barbour
Anna M. Barnes
Stephanie G. and
Richard R. Barrett
Blackberry Farm
Taste of the South
Chevron
Cockayne Fund
Linda L. and Dean Copeland
Martha D. Dalrymple and
James L. Cummins
Carol J. and Robert E. Dorsey
Janet G. and S. Lawrence
Farrington
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
FWD.us
Cecile B. and Robert H. Harper
Harrods Creek Fund
Caren and Tom Gallaher
Nancye B. Starnes
James and Madeleine
McMullan Family Foundation
Meredith and Scott Keating
Cheryl and Bob Kellermann
Kelly Gene Cook Charitable
Foundation
Elizabeth and Ross C. King
Lodge Cast Iron
Stewart M. Madison
Maker’s Mark
Patrick Martin
Martin’s Bar-B-Que Joint
McIlhenny Company, maker of
Tabasco Brand Pepper Sauces
The Mountain Valley
Spring Water
HQ Nissan North America Inc.
Kristie and David H. Nutt
Tami J. Paumier and Glen C.
Warren, Jr.
Scarlotte M. and
Crymes G. Pittman
Renvy G. Pittman
Barbara S. and
S. Milburn Price, Jr.
Kathryn S. and
Andrew P. Prosser
Robert H. and Cecile B.
Harper Charitable Fund
Ruth U. Fertel Foundation
Sanderson Farms Inc
Kathy and Joe F. Sanderson, Jr.
Simmons Farm Raised Catfish
Shirley and
Harry D. Simmons, Jr.
Pam and Brook Smith
Edwin W. Stock, Jr.
Tony Chachere’s
Charles D. Van Winkle
Reba W. and Dave Williams

BENEFACTOR

Helen B. and
Wadie H. Abraham, Jr.
American First National Bank
Brenda K. and Lee Baumann
Mary Celeste Beall
Mary H. Becnel
Linda S. and Robert T. Bobo
Graham G. Boyd
S. Kendall Dunn and
John A. Buettner
Chisholm Foundation
Jenny Cockburn-Becherer
and Thomas L. Becherer
Lucille W. and
James H. Creekmore
Delta Directions Current
Giving Fund
Hala N. and
Mahmoud A. Elsohly
ExxonMobil Foundation
Misty Shaw-Feder and
Ronald M. Feder
Marcie C. and
William R. Ferris, Jr.

Franco Family Donor
Advised Fund
Diane and Alan Franco
Dennis Frezzo
Caren L. and Tom T. Gallaher
Bettina A. Gaycken
Greater Birmingham
Convention & Visitors Bureau
Reba M. and Lance Greer
Mary H. Hensley
Russell J. Hensley
Tan N. Ho
Dee D. and John R. Jacobson
James H. Creekmore &
Meredith W. Creekmore Fund
Deborah D. and
Randall R. Jones
Carol and P. Ken Lackey, Jr.
Michelle S. and
S. K. Morgan, Jr.
R&B Feder Foundation
Rusovich Family Foundation
Suzanne and Gregory Rusovich
Sanford and Susan Thomas
Advised Fund
Sara M. Shoemaker
William M. Shoemaker, Jr.
Dennis Shrock
Risa P. and
Sumner S. Spradling
Susan S. and
Sanford C. Thomas
Donell and Phillip F. Wiggins
M. Amanda and
Edward R. Wilson, Jr.

EXECUTIVE

Mary H. and
George E. Abraham II
Adam H. and Lissa Lamkin
Broome Charitable Fund
Shaler Alias
Mary L. and Freddie J. Bagley
F. Watt Bishop
Lissa L. and Adam H. Broome
C. Martin Dunagin, Jr.
Mike L. Edmonds
T. Keith Everett
Feed Northwest
Mississippi Fund
Christopher Frezzo
Gary And Noell Wilson Fund
Ginger & Charlie Taylor Fund
Laura D. and Ricardo Gomez
Lynne and G. Norris Howell, Jr.
Andrew Lack
Gerard A. Lareau
Stephanie M. and
Bill Lenchinsky
Robert C. Long
Maddox Foundation
Current Givinig Fund
Deborah F. McAbee and
J. Byron Morris
Charles R. McMurchy
Melanie R. and Paul
H. Moore, Jr.
Jacqueline E. and
Jay T. Oglesby
Oxford Tourism Council
Jewett and
Alan F. Rothschild, Jr.
Peter Roy
Scruggs Family
Charitable Fund
Diane T. and Richard F. Scruggs
Joann S. and R. P. Scruggs III
Lucey Bowen and Richard Sites
Kenneth J. Sufka
Taqueria del Sol
Virginia N. and J. C. Taylor
The Rice Bluff Charitable Fund
Eleanor A. Gill and
Pete R. Thomas II
Vitter Family Charitable Fund
Sharon W. and Jeffrey S. Vitter
Rhondalynne and
Bruce E. Ware
Noell and Gary M. Wilson

Kristie and Charles L. Abney
Michael M. Aiken
Rebecca P. and Carey W. Allen
Beverly Bartow
David C. Berry
Hannah and Tommy Bishop
Ananda K. Bollu
Susan E. Bostick
Susan G. and Ralph Brennan
Gary Crunkleton
Angela and William T. Denton
EBay Foundation c/o
YourCause LLC
Bettie Y. and R. Newell Graham
Hess Corporation
Chern J. and John C. Hsu
IBM
Junebaby Restaurant
Pamela B. and
William F. Lawhead
Melinda L. Mathews
Susan C. and
David O. McCormick
Christopher A. Noone
Elizabeth A. Payne and
Kenneth A. Rutherford
William E. Pegues III
John M. Pope
HQ Regions Bank
Harry Root
Catherine C. and
Taylor M. Sledge, Jr.
Frances P. Smith
The W. Timothy Denton Fund
Patricia C. White
Melinda C. and
Benjamin Yarbrough

ASSOCIATE

Ann J. and H. Dale Abadie
Ann and Lex Alexander
Lysa and William A. Alias, Jr.
Margaret A. and
William A. Alias III
Apple c/o Benevity
Mimi Arnold and
Robert M. Arnold
Constance Ashmore
C.W. Asmus
Charlotte A. and
James E. Baine
Robert Baker
Jane Anna and Bryan
Barksdale
Beth P. Bartlett
Susan H. and Brett R. Bartlett
Monica T. and
Raymond L. Bergin, Jr.
John P. Besh
Billy Reid Inc.
Norma S. Bourdeaux
Patricia W. and
Donald L. Bowman
Bright Star Restaurant
Virginia F. and James G. Brooks
Charles A. Brown
Katie Button
Ann and Lindy T. Callahan
James C. Cantrell
Kristina Carlson
Ann Cashion
Michael Clear
Bradford E. Cobb III
Mary A. and Alton B. Cobb
Beverly J. and Kevin N. Cole
Kathryn C. and
William D. Coleman
Deirdre B. Cooper Owens
Bess and John M. Currence
Faison Cushman
Denise I. and Fred Cypress
Barbara H. and Mike J. Daush
Nancy Davis and Richard D.
Ashmore
Ashley Day
Lara M. and
Vance P. Derryberry

Lynne A. DeSpelder and
Albert L. Strickland
Ouida C. and W. W. Drinkwater, Jr.
Carole S. and
William M. Dye, Jr.
Edgemon Family Foundation
Andrew Eisen
EquiPro Investments LLC
Judith C. and
Charles H. Ferguson, Jr.
Anne C. and Joseph M. Forks
Ann Frierson
Emily C. and
Lawrence M. Furlong
Carol H. and William T. Gafford
Sarah D. Gillespie
Doris and Richard Gusler
Mary D. and
Samuel B. Haskell III
Susan S. Hayman
Jackie and John S. Hicks
Sarah and Tim Hicks
Trish and George D. Hightower III
V. Blair Hobbs and
John T. Edge, Jr.
Diane T. and J. L. Holloway
HSU Charitable Foundation
Jolee C. and Charles L. Hussey
Jack Miller Center for Teaching
Americas Founding Principles
Jeffrey T. Jackson
Jim And Mary Sharp Rayner
Charitable Foundation
Martha Johnston
Katie Button Restaurants
C. Glenn Kellum
Gloria Kellum
Jerrol L. Kellum
Katy and Joe Kindred
Amanda B. Landry
Leila B. and Samuel M. Lane
Patricia P. and
William Lewis, Jr.
Mary C. Sexton and
Philip R. Loria, Jr.
Marley Lott
Lauch M. Magruder, Jr.
Susan Marquis
Cynthia and Thomas Matelic
Suzanne M. McDonald
Ellen and E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr.
Jennifer G. and
Kennard A. McKay
Karen C. and Robert S. Montjoy
Karen B. and
A. Bruce Moore, Jr.
C. Sue Moore
Melva and John A. Mortimer, Jr.
Kathy L. Neff
Walterine P. and Cecil D. Odom
Okhuysen Pounds
Charitable Fund
Gerardo Okhuysen
Michelle M. and
Richard E. Olson
Rose L. and Henry Paris
K. Gail Russell and Ken Potish
Christopher Pounds
Michael Rawdon
Carol S. and Randy Rawlings
Mary Sharp and
James W. Rayner
Diana W. and John B. Read III
Kimberly S. and Peter
Robertson
Marc Rosen
Judy C. and Cy Rosenblatt
Sarah C. Sapp
Vivian S. Saunders
Elaine H. Scott
Mabelle G. and
James L. Seawright, Jr.
Ed Seiber
Seigle Family Fund
Cindy A. and
Jonathan D. Seigle
Heather M. and Ryan T. Senter
Graciela L. and Elias H. Shaer

STEWARD

Kristin and Sidney P. Allen, Jr.
Lisa M. and William H.
Andrews, Jr.
Staci and Richard M. Arriola
Robert D. Barnes
Margaret K. Davenport and
Blane E. Bateman
Baxter International
Allyson M. and Robert B. Best
Gregory L. Best
Leslie and Davis B. Bingham, Jr.
Linda H. and Andy Broadus
Laura E. and JD Brower
Tyler Brown
DeeDee P. and Larry H. Bryan
Sara J. and Thomas R. Burke
Sabrina Burton
Laura D. and
Charles H. Byrd, Sr.
Richard M. Caldwell
Aimee S. and Daniel J. Caplis
Cedric V. Chinn
F. Cade and Jason M. Clurman
J. Richard Cox, Jr.
Ellen S. Dale
Nikki N. and Stuart S. Davis
Dedrick Family Foundation
Bram Dedrick
Paige Dedrick
Barbara M. and
John Z. Dollarhide
Shawna R. Dooley
Priscilla and Joe D. Dowdy, Jr.
Kelly N. Drake
Entergy Corporation
Walter H. Eversmeyer III
Patti N. and Robert S. Fabris
Sara Hart and
Gordon W. Fellows
Rien T. Fertel
K. Kate Kellum and
Jason H. Finch
Kathy Fork
Susan French and
Brenton French
Ronald M. Frith
Suzan T. and
James M. Fuller, Jr.
Lisa N. and Charles A. Gardner
Patricia A. and
Charles H. Goodman
Lynn M. and James B. Grenfell
Laura E. and
W. Walton Gresham III

Kathryn H. and
Richard T. Haik, Jr.
Ann P. and
George S. Haymans IV
William R. Haynes
Holmes Pettey Incorporated
Michael J. Horn
Kathy Fork Charitable
Gift Account
Susan G. and Robert L. Kay
Nancy T. and
C. Douglas Kelso III
Joyce E. and David A. King
Kat Kinsman
Patric Kuh
Mary B. Lasseter
Dianne S. and Edward K. Lee
Jiwon M. Lee
Lynn and George H. Leggett III
James L. Lindsey
Kimberly B. and James A. Ling
Charles D. Llano
Mon Y. Lung
Janet and C. M. Lusco
Lynn Manley
Nancie S. McDermott
Jackie and Bryan C. McDonald
S. Carr McKay
Tracie McMillan
Sally K. and Michael L. McNitt
Yolett A. McPhee-McCuin
Betty C. McReynolds
Susan S. and
Guy W. Mitchell III
Kristina and Tom Montague
Arabella M. and
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